


Interestingly, though, isn’t this the same journey we 
expect of our students? The children who enter our 
Primary School also dream big through the fun of 
student-centric, social-constructivist learning. Our 
Reggio-inspired approach has drawn teachers from 
across the city to our annual Educator Visit Days since 
2013. Once our students reach Lower School, they’re 
primed for the bold decisions posed by inquiry-based 
research projects and presentations steered by their 
own interests and dreams. Our Middle Schoolers arrive 
ready to take on the world—including the bumps of 
trial and error—through a 21st century method rooted 
in collaboration, leading-edge technology, and creative 
thinking.

Now, we stand on the brink of a continuum into 
secondary education. At Forum 2.0, we learned about 
how our incoming Upper Schoolers will experience 
a fresh, research-based take on high school—rich in 
thematic, interdisciplinary learning that merges math 
and science with the liberal arts. Within our walls, 
problem-solving and real-world leadership will govern 
the classroom, the playing field, and an awesome 
internship and entrepreneurial program. And in chapel 
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and religion classes, our spiritual education core will 
infuse the school day with the focus on faith so vital to 
life at St. Francis.

Tying it all together will be the same people for others 
culture that has always made the St. Francis community 
so special. Our students send Valentines to troops 
overseas, sing carols at assisted-living facilities, prepare 
thousands of sandwiches and care kits for Houston’s 
homeless, and deliver school supplies in person to 
children in Costa Rica. All across our Primary, Lower, 
Middle, and (soon!) Upper Schools, St. Francis is a 
family that will always believe that bold giving is every 
bit as important as bold learning and living.

Thank you for being part of the family!

 

Stephen M. Lovejoy, MEd
Incoming Head of School

FROM THE INCOMING HEA D OF SCHOOL
Stephen M. Lovejoy, MEd

Bold learning. Bold living. Bold giving. If you were one of the many who attended Forum on 
the Future 2.0 in spring 2017, then you know that these words define St. Francis. I am truly 
grateful that ours is a community that has never lacked the courage to think differently. 
From our start as a rookie parish preschool to our role today as an education powerhouse 
and Reggio training center, our path has required big dreams, bold decisions, and necessary 
bumps along the way.
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E X P E N D I T U R E S

FINA NCIA L REPORT

Earned income $  20,120,108 

Operating expenses without depreciation   21,139,521 

Net surplus/(deficit) before fundraising revenue   (1,019,413)

Fundraising revenue   1,898,654  

Net surplus/(deficit) $  879,242 

Capital expenditures $  773,950  

A S S E T S

Cash and cash equivalents $  8,399,428 

Accounts receivable   245,982  

Prepaid expenses and other assets    296,075  

Pledges receivable    3,341,658  

Investments    10,624,576  

Fixed assets    32,589,281  

Total assets $  55,497,001  

L I A B I L I T I E S

Accounts payable $  1,940,236  

Accrued liabilities   666,320 

Deferred tuition and fees   13,558,449 

Notes payable   6,815,455 

Total liabilities $ 22,980,460 

N E T  A S S E T S

Unrestricted $ 25,420,034 

Temporarily restricted  6,679,208 

Permanently restricted  417,299 

Total net assets $ 32,516,541 

Total liabilities and net assets $ 55,497,001 
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BA L A N C E  S H E E T

5% OTHER FUNDRAISING

84% TUITION

4% ST. FRANCIS FUND
7% FEES & 

OTHER INCOME

64% PERSONNEL COSTS

2% AUXILIARY PROGRAMS

3% FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
3% CAPITAL

EXPENDITURES

14% MANAGEMENT & GENERAL

14% INSTRUCTIONAL

JOEL MOORE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

T
he 2016–17 school year was best 
characterized by one word: growth. 
Growth in our enrollment, expansion 
of our facilities, and the promise of 

our Upper School. The leadership of St. Francis 
continues to carefully weigh opportunities for 

investment and believes each 
improvement we make positions 
our school to better serve the 
families, faculty, and students 
that make up our community. 
Each of these enhancements 
is only possible because of the 
commitment made to St. Francis 
by our families and benefactors. 

Following are highlights from a 
year of progress, promise, and change: 

• St. Francis welcomed a record 900-plus students 
back to school in August 2016.

• On October 13, we held a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the Crum Athletics Center—a 
welcome South Campus expansion facility for 
our Middle School sports program, as well as 
home to future Upper School classrooms and 
athletics teams. 

• The Middle School Travel Program hosted new 
adventures to the Grand Canyon, Bryce Canyon, 
and Zion National Parks, as well as Spain—in 
addition to its longstanding trips to Washington, 
DC/Colonial Williamsburg, and Monteverde, 
Costa Rica.  

• In January 2017, St. Francis hosted an Upper 
School symposium attended by teachers and 
leaders from universities and independent 
schools across the nation for a day of discussion 
on best practices and protocols in 21st century 
education.  

• Proceeds from the 2017 St. Francis Gala funded 
initiatives across our campuses, including 
upgrades to our Primary School outdoor 
playscape, core reading/writing and math 
training for 15 Lower and Middle School faculty 
members, training for a certified campus therapy 

dog, and partnership in the Caring Schools 
program with the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education. 

• St. Francis conducted an international search 
for the department chairs who will shape the 
curriculum and serve as the founding faculty for 
the St. Francis Upper School. 

• On April 25, Forum on the Future 2.0 laid 
out our vision for the Upper School as never 
before, including a sample school day schedule, 
specifics on core programs, athletics details, and 
an introduction to the full slate of Upper School 
design team members. 

• Our new Primary School cottages saw their 
first full year of use. What an amazing addition 
to our campus and programming they have 
proven to be!

I am confident that all of these accomplishments, 
as well as many not highlighted here, position 
us to move forward stronger and ready for the 
challenges and opportunities to come. Your board 
of trustees is committed to the mission of St. 
Francis, and we continue to strive for excellence 
while maintaining our core roots. I feel blessed to 
step into the future along with the warm, giving, 
and growing St. Francis community.

FROM THE BOA RD
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Having grown up the son of a coach, with fields, gyms, and 
locker rooms as playgrounds, T. Riley knew from a very early 
age that he wanted to pursue a career in athletics. "My father, 
who spent nearly 40 years as an NFL and college coach, helped 
his players become better on and off the field," he says. “He 
showed a true care for them as athletes and as people, and he 
was able to build long-lasting relationships along the way.”

Mr. Riley comes to St. Francis after spending 12 years at  
St. John’s School in roles including assistant athletic director, 
head baseball coach, and PE teacher. When asked why he 
chose St. Francis, he remarks, “It was the opportunity to 
be a part of something so unique and challenging. I want to 
help build something from the ground up; there are so many 
exciting firsts that will happen over the next few years, and I 
am really looking forward to being a part of that.”

Mr. Riley explains that, throughout his career, his favorite 
memories involve the lasting relationships he has formed with 
former players. He says the one thing he hopes they graduate 
knowing is that it is always best to prepare, play, and compete 
the right way. He wants his players to take pride in doing the 
little things great—as they add up to bigger things—and to 
be the best they can be each day.

As far as advice for young or aspiring athletes? Enjoy your time 
playing high school sports. “Many students’ playing careers 
will end after grade 12, so these four years can be some of the 
best and most memorable years in your life,” he concludes.
“Work hard, compete the right way, listen to and respect your 
coaches, be a great teammate, and have fun.”

SOUTH CA MPUS DEVELOPMENTSOUTH CA MPUS DEVELOPMENT

Athletics, Down to a “T.” 

T. Riley
Director of Athletics and Wellness

A grand groundbreaking ceremony paired with 
the fun of our annual 5th Quarter Party on 
October 13, 2016—kicking off construction on 
the 24,000-square-foot facility. Six months later,  
our students were granted a sneak peek inside 
the building during April’s Sign the Slab event. 

Our Wolves in grades 4–8 visited the building 
to leave their mark (i.e., their signatures!) on 
the bare foundation, taking their place in the 
history of what promises to grow into a central 
hub for St. Francis sports and scholastics.  
Go, Wolves!
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The Crum Athletics Center will serve as 
a multipurpose structure offering much-
needed elbow room for the St. Francis 
Middle School sports program, plus 
academic classrooms and athletics facilities 
for the coming Upper School.

ST. FRANCIS SHOWCASES OUR LATEST SOUTH 
CAMPUS ADDITION WITH GROUNDBREAKING 
AND FOUNDATION-SIGNING CELEBRATIONS
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Eighteen months of planning and fundraising 
culminated in a packed house, impressive live auction 
offerings, enticing Big Boards, and over-the-top 
entertainment! Guests were dazzled by 120 pieces of 
bling in the Tiffany-themed jewelry pull, and hearts 
swooned with puppy love over the sweet King Charles 
Cavalier “prize” making her rounds before the live 
auction. After  dinner, the crowd was wowed by the 
evening’s surprise entertainment—a lip sync face-off 
featuring three St. Francis parent “bands.” After weeks 
spent practicing, these rock stars were showered with 
appreciation from audience members, who voted for 
their favorites via online donations. In the end, Glam! 
stole the show and took home the trophy—as well as 
bragging rights.

We offer gratitude to our 2017 Gala chairs, Kristen 
O’Pry and Kathryn Van Wie—along with Auction 
chairs Sveta Darnell and Trish Kyle—and their 
amazing committees for the never-ending effort and 

On February 25, St. Francis’s biennial Gala took “center stage” in front of 
a record-breaking, 690-attendee crowd. Our ever-generous community 
floored us with their kindness by raising $365,000 to fund emerging 
opportunities and needs of greatest priority for our school.

energy that went into making the evening a rocking 
success. From hosting Gala Giveaways in the carpool 
line and securing auction and jewelry donations to 
crafting class projects and dreaming up the vision and 
materials, this dream team deserved the spotlight!

To everyone else who helped St. Francis shine bright—
underwriters, auction donors, guests, faculty, and staff—
we thank you on behalf of all our students, whose lives 
will be so touched by your time, talent, and treasure!
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Save the date for 
Gala 2019  

Saturday, February 23



ALL-ACCESS ENTOURAGE PASS 
TABLES
Holly & Kirk Coburn
Beth & Steve Guinn
Keri & Michael Herrin | Trish & Jay Kyle | 

Courtney & James Robertson |  
Anne & Stephen Smith |  
Kathryn & Matt Van Wie

Sippi & Ajay Khurana
Nidhika & Pershant Mehta
Emily & Vernon Reaser
The Sutton Foundation 
Robert L. & Barbara Zorich Family 

Foundation

INSIDER SEATS AT ALL-ACCESS 
ENTOURAGE PASS TABLES
Cathy & Alex Cranberg
Jo & Matt Farina
Jennifer & Joel Moore
Sheila & Amir Shenaq

VIP PASS TABLES
Sveta & Derek Darnell
Kristen & Lance O’Pry
Dolly & Alfonso Kennard 

INSIDER SEATS AT VIP PASS 
TABLES
Shannon & John Addison
Odessa Pye & Rafi Bidros
Staci & Hunter Cameron
Stephanie & Mark Deverka
Missy & Jaren Glass
Shana & Shaun Gordy
Daniela & Ed Group
Ellen & Christopher Guerrini
Beth & Judd Harrison
Kristyn & Marty Hogan
Brandee & Brandon Houston
Neekie & Amir Kashani
Natasha & Justin Lake
Sofia ‘97 & Owen ‘97 Massey
Brandi Maxwell
Sarah & J. J. McAnelly
Jen & Tom McDonald
Laura & Steve McNear
Jackie Sheahan & Jim Miller
Julianna & Scott Moorad
Leslie & Randy Newcomer
Amy & James Pavlik
Alison & Jonathan ‘93 Plumhoff
Maya & Matt Pomroy
Maree & David Robertson
Kim & Bill Sanchez
Abby & Matthew Spinn

Lindsay & George Ward
Sherry & Trey Willerson
Amita Damani-Williams & Arif 

Williams
Tiffany & Randall Wong
Lulu & Hugh Zhang

PATRON PASS TABLES
Kate & Mike Denham
Staci Lowman & Byron Romain | 

Melissa Reeves & Scott Szalkowski
Kris & Jimmy Vallee

INSIDER SEATS AT PATRON 
PASS TABLES
Omar Abdeen
Megan & Huston ‘95 Able
Shelly & Cutt Ableson
Audrey & Matthew Adams
Elle & Clarke Anderson
Rebecca Tyler & Shubi Arora
Sarah & Brian Austin
Maggie & Mark Baker
Ashley & Rob Ball
Nour Barazi
Patti & Tony Barletta
Sharon & Michael Barry
Rory & Beau Bellow
Christi & J. P. Bennett
Lauren & Tom Biggs
Catherine Scheid & Ray Black
Christina ‘95 & Bart Blackwell
Katie ‘01 & Joe Blades
Kim & Kevin Boone
Nadine & Stephen Boutros
Kristine & Billy Braddock
Jessica & Fred Brazelton
Courtney & Jeremy Brynes
Shelley & Justin Burrow
Courtney & Kevin Cadwell
Stefanie & Cody Carper
Sandra & Carlos Carrasco
Tabitha & Kevan Casey
Jennifer ‘94 & Ryan Caughey
Stacie & Howard ‘90 Chapman
Jessica & Rob ‘90 Chisholm
Abby & Fred Clark
Andrew & Jessica Coleman
Anne & Brian Comarda
Rachel & Cole Conkling
Kim & Brad Conrad
Julie & Daniel Cotuno
Kelly & Matt Cubbage
Jen & James Cunningham
Adrienne Cutter
Shakti & Sam Dalal
Marjorie & Michael Dale
Laura & Ned Davenport

Rachel & Kevin Davis
Natasha & Mario de la Garza
Kathy & Chris de la Mora
Katie & Jon Deal
Julie & Bryan ‘86 Dehan
Joelle & Mitch Derrick
Amy & Brooks Despot
Lynn & Ronnie Deyo
Holly & St.-John Dinsmore
Deneige & Derek Dooley
Alyssa & Roger Duncan
Colleen & Mike Dunlap
Erica & Charlie DyReyes
Eryn & Stephen Ebaugh
Nicole ‘85 & Brendan Ederle
Nicole & Greg Eidman
Cassandra & Joe Emerson
Lauren & Richard Epley
Virginia & Morrow ‘90 Evans
Minou & Josh Feinstein
Annie & Patrick Ferguson
Mary & Chad Ferguson
Molly & Kip Ferguson
Kay Champiomont & Joe Figliola
Lee & Grant Fortney
Erin ‘90 & Stan Fowler
Lisa & James Freeman
Alanna & David Gehring
Jennifer & Chris Gibson
Paige & Brian Gill
Carolyn & Greg Givens
Amy & William Glauser
Carmen & Alex Gomez
Anna Schinas-Goodman & Scott 

Goodman
Kim & Chris Graeter
Franny & Jim Gray
Ashley & Stedman Grigsby
Sallie & Tony Guerino
Marilyn & David Guion
Anna & Mirko Gumpel
Amy & Josh Hancock
Kris & John Hantak
Annie & Jonathan Hartigan
Amy & Curtis Hartman
Laura & Edward Heard
Charlotte & David Hedrick
Lindsay & Drew Henderson
Robine & Jason ‘84 Hendricks
Jennifer & Trent Henry
Megan & Joe Henry
Diana & Javier Hernandez
Lorie & Steve Herod
Regay & Shane Hildreth
Nicole & Will Hodge
Christine & Ty Hoffer
Kelly & Jeffrey Horton
Elizabeth & Adam Hurley
Laura & Chris Hutcheson
Brooke & Scott Hutson
Shelley & Billy Iglesias
Davy Kong & James Jackson
Jane & Michael Jamieson
Kristin ‘95 & Jason Kaminsky
Jenn & David Kandolha
Joanie Kirksey

Allison & Tucker Knight
Jill & Dave Knowles
Huntley & Dan Kubitza
Natalie & Ben Landry
Keely & Lars Langkowski
Edie & Albert Lee
Paola & Mark Lehman
Lara & Randy Leonhardt
Ashley & Benton Lewis
Chris Lewis
Sandy & Drew Lewis
Anne & Jeff Liddle
Kelli & Brad Little
Lindsey & Nick Little
Becky & Nick Livingstone
Elizabeth & Eric Maberry
Susan ‘87 & Phil Magee
Jennifer & Andrew Mailhes
Leisha & Jeff Mamera
Kim & Stephen Manning
Brandi & Chris Marrus
Michelle & Trey Martin
Shelley & Doug Masterson
Jenny & Cooley May
Stephanie & Matt Mays
Tracy & Randy McMullen
Kristin & Brian McShane
Kaylen & Nick Meserve
Neal & Dan Meyer
Sara & Adam Miller
Megan & Steven Miller
Leslie & Cody Moerer
Carolyn & Jahan Mohsenzadeh
Kara & Dan Montgomery
Glenda & Danny Moore
Courtney & Paul Moore
Marissa & Clayton Morgan
Kellie & Dwayne Morley
Britt & Jesse Naponic
Reid & David Nelson
Lisa & Greg Nelson
Nicki & Wayne Newell
Cindy & Mark O’Donnell
Jennifer & Sean O’Donnell
Heidi & Tobin O’Donnell
Courtney & Christian O’Neil
Kate & J. J. Oshins
Lillian & Michael Osowski
Gaby & Ken Owen
Amy & Tony Pannagl
Katrina Jackiewicz & Nick Peacock
Elena & Jeff Peden
Caroline & Jason Peters
Jessica & Jarrett Pierce
Jenny & Brad Porter
Stephanie & Russell Post
Julie & Darin Preston
Candy & Mark Provine
Karen & Scott Puckett
Veronica & Marcus Pullicino
Kelly Pyle
Ashley & Brooks Ranton
Karen & Jason Rash
Marla & Michael Reade
Kelly & David Reid
Lacy & Brian Rieke

Robin Brice & Thanh Roettele
Elizabeth & Brian Romere
Jennifer & Matt Rosser
Whitney & Robert Russell
Danielle & Brad Ryan
Jaleh & Bruce Sallee
Audrey & Kevin Saxe
Courtney & Greg Schilling
Amanda Schissler
Pam & Bubba Schmidt
Jennifer & Patrick Schneider
Elizabeth & Scott Shackouls
Rupa & Anup Shah
Christine & Jay Sherman
Josi & Lawrence Shipley
Natalie & Jeremy Sims
Tiffany & Matthew Slataper
Denise & Marlon Solano
Maggie & Will Stacy
Sommer & Ryan Stash
Barbara & Jeff Steen
Lindsay & Trent Stout
Shelby & Kai Stratmann
Lauren & Jon Strieby
Charlotte & Steven Sullivan
Susan & Blake Swanson
Miranda & Steve Tadlock
Vania & Mark Terry
Kelly & Jeff Thibault
Jenny ‘90 & Jerry Thompson
Megan & Taylor Tipton
Melanie & Mike Tomsula
Jeni Turner
Megan & Anthony Uerling
Kristin & Ed Valicek

Nikki & Travis Vargo
Andrea & Craig Vogelsang
Megan & James Vondra
Amy & Erik Voss
Jen & James Wallis
Amy & Michael Walton
Laura & Jaime Weaver
Kelli & John Weinzierl
Jennifer & Matt Wells
Mary & David Wersebe
Carol & Robert Whilden
Tiffanie & Jeff Williams
Jessica & Matthew Williams
Ali & Thomas Williams
Stephanie & Gerry Willinger
Susan & Mike Wilson
Beth & James Woldert
Jacee & Kelly Wolf
Piper & Matt Zaleski

DONORS
Kay Champiomont & Joe Figliola
Annie & Jonathan Hartigan
Christy & Webb Jennings
Reid & David Nelson
Stephanie & Todd Scheyer
Eloise & Jamie Taussig
Kathryn & Matt Van Wie

INDIVIDUAL AUCTION DONORS
Shannon & John Addison
Liz & Lew Arend
Christi & J. P. Bennett
Nadine & Stephen Boutros

Kristine & Billy Braddock
Lucy & Bruce Bryant
Barbara Bush
Liz & Bryan Ching
Brian Cutter
Sveta & Derek Darnell
Joelle & Mitch Derrick
Holly & St.-John Dinsmore
Deneige & Derek Dooley
Lauren & Richard Epley
Virginia & Morrow ‘90 Evans
Sean Finn
Shana & Shaun Gordy
Ashley & Stedman Grigsby
Daniela & Ed Group
Brandee & Brandon Houston
Brooke & Scott Hutson
Brenda & Brad Jones
Trish & Jay Kyle
Elizabeth & Eric Maberry
Cara Mathes & Alan Luedemann
Brandi & Chris Marrus
Stephanie & Matt Mays
Laura & Steve McNear
Jackie Sheahan & Jim Miller
Jennifer & Joel Moore
Heidi & Tobin O’Donnell
Courtney & Christian O’Neil
Kristen & Lance O’Pry
Kate & J. J.  Oshins
Gaby & Ken Owen
Emily & Will Perry
Susan & Mike Plank
Emily & Vernon Reaser
Beth & Bobby Reeves
Rachel & Tom Regan
Lacy & Brian Rieke
Courtney & James Robertson
Sofia & Walker Ryan

Stephanie & Todd Scheyer
Jill & Ryan Smith
Anne & Stephen Smith
Limor & Stuart Smith
Nathalie & Jamie Stewart
Susan & Blake Swanson
Dawn & Eric Swanson
Saula & Paolo Valente
Kathryn & Matt Van Wie
Megan & James Vondra
Kelli & John Weinzierl
Megan & Jason Williams

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE 
FOLLOWING SUPPORTERS 
FOR THEIR SIGNIFICANT 
CONTRIBUTIONS: 
AUCTIONEER: DM Auction Services 

| Dean McCurry; Big Board 
Auctioneers | Joe Rentz & Steve 
Mattox  

AUDIO VISUAL: Audio Visual 
Resource Group Inc. | Gerardo Recio 

DÉCOR: Let It Fly Events | Ellen 
Ramsey; Swift + Company | David 
Aymond; Kirksey Gregg Productions 
| Kirksey Gregg; Art Attack | Merry 
Schooley

FACULTY VOLUNTEERS
GRAPHIC DESIGN: Papellerie | Amy 

Boyter
VENUE: Royal Sonesta Hotel 

GA L A DONORSGA L A DONORS
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We offer sincere thanks to the following Gala participants and  
sponsors, without whom the event would not have been possible.



Spirits were sky high as carnival goers raced to and 
from attractions easier than in past years, thanks to a 
new event layout. Nothing could contain the excitement 
surrounding new booths like the Donut-Eating Contest 
and Pig Races. Or maybe it was all the goodie-filled 
tummies stuffed with treats from the famous bake sale 
or Kona Ice truck! Either way, the energy fueled epic 
battles at the obstacle courses, The Eliminator, and 
dunk tanks … broke the sound barrier at the Pig Races 
(as kids screamed to the tops of their lungs to motivate 
their stuffed Wilburs across the finish line) … and led to 
serious boogie-woogying at the DJ’s dance contest.

Far from your average carnival, Festival Day is an 
annual One Community Fund event that benefits both 
St. Francis Episcopal School and St. Francis Episcopal 

On Sunday, April 23, crowds of fun-loving families and friends stepped 
“Under the Big Top” and enjoyed the Greatest Festival on Earth. Our 
47th annual Festival Day was definitely one to remember and raised an 
impressive $60,000!

47th
Annual

Festival

Day
1110

Church. As always, this effort would not have been possible 
without the hard work of more than 350 volunteers—
including 2017 Festival chairs Erin Fowler ’90, Amy 
Pannagl, and Leigh Williams. Their team of volunteers 
truly formed the backbone of this special event, and we are 
grateful for the priceless time and effort invested.

Huge thanks are also in order to our many product 
underwriters, booth sponsors, Big Board bidders, and 
Carnival Cash donors. 

Be sure to keep your eyes peeled for news about Festival 
2018, as our chairs Megan Tipton and Marjorie Dale are 
already busy planning for a fabulous event! 



UNDERWRITERS
Bee Well Pediatrics
Bracewell LLP
Doeren Mayhew
Global Healing Center
Franny & Jim Gray
The Johnson Modern Family
Mastic Masters
RMH Marketing
Rupa & Anup Shah
Taco Bell

BOOTH SPONSORS
Audrey & Matthew Adams
Shannon & John Addison
Sapna & Rajesh Amin
Elle & Clarke Anderson
Karin & William Ashby
Rania Edlebi & Manaf Azzawi
Patti & Tony Barletta
Sharon & Michael Barry
Katie `01 & Joe Blades
Angela & Mark Bookmyer
Jessica & Fred Brazelton
Mary & West Brazelton
Kendra & Sean Brierley
Courtney & Jeremy Brynes
Sandra & Carlos Carrasco
Kathy & George Cire
Clark Investigation
Jessica & Andrew Coleman
Julie & Daniel Cotuno
Kelly & Matt Cubbage
Marjorie & Michael Dale 
Rachel & Kevin Davis
Natasha & Mario de la Garza
Katie & Jon Deal
Kate & Mike Denham
Joelle & Mitch Derrick
Holly & St.-John Dinsmore
Gabriela & Daniel Dror
Rebecca & Brad Elmore
Minou & Josh Feinstein
Mary & Chad Ferguson
Kay Champiomont & Joe Figliola
Lee & Grant Fortney
Erin `90 & Stan Fowler
Jennifer & Chris Gibson
Ashley & Stedman Grigsby
Lindsay & Drew Henderson
Whitney `90 & Jimmy Hinton
Kristyn & Marty Hogan
Kelly & Jeffrey Horton
Brandee & Brandon Houston
Mary Catherine & Steven Hudgins
Kelly & Chris Huff
Laura & Chris Hutcheson
Shelley & Billy Iglesias
Christy & Webb Jennings 
Rosemarie Johnson
Caroline & Michael Kanarellis
Allison & Tucker Knight
Edie & Albert Lee
Ashley & Benton Lewis

Lindsey & Nick Little
Cara Mathes & Alan Luedemann
Cynthia `96 & Chad Mabry
Ava & Sean Markowitz
Brandi Maxwell
Stephanie & Matt Mays
Jackie & Connelly McGreevy
Emely McHattie
Laura & Steve McNear
Kristin & Brian McShane
Ashley & Michael McTaggart
Lucas Mendez
Kaylen & Nick Meserve

Jennifer & Mark Stringer
Surprise Valley Resources 
Catherine & Chris Swinbank
Miranda & Steve Tadlock
Eloise & James Taussig
Kelly & Jeff Thibault
Jenny `90 & Jerry Thompson
Megan & Taylor Tipton
Kristin & Ed Valicek
Andrea & Craig Vogelsang
Megan & James Vondra
Lindsay & George Ward
Robert Wheeler

Patti & Tony Barletta
Sharon & Michael Barry
Laura Best
Heather & Zack Blailock
Bracewell LLP
Kendra & Sean Brierley
Stefanie & Cody Carper
Sandra & Carlos Carrasco
Stacie & Howard `90 Chapman
Rachel & Cole Conkling
Kim & Brad Conrad
Deb & Marc Cunningham
Marjorie & Michael Dale
Rachel & Kevin Davis
Emily `96 & Mike Day
Katie & Jon Deal
Kate & Mike Denham
Holly & St.-John Dinsmore
Deneige & Derek Dooley
Gabriela & Daniel Dror
Alyssa & Roger Duncan
Mary & Chad Ferguson
Kay Champiomont & Joe Figliola
Erin `90 & Stan Fowler
Alanna & David Gehring
Jennifer & Chris Gibson
Amy & William Glauser
Brenda Rendon Villarreal & Elijah 

Gomez-Spiers
Angela & Robledo Grassi
Ashley & Stedman Grigsby
Kandi & Jordan Handel
Beth & Judd Harrison
Charlotte & David Hedrick
Stacey & Jeffrey Henningsen
Diana & Javier Hernandez
Lorie & Steve Herod
Nicole & Will Hodge
Christine & Ty Hoffer
Brandee & Brandon Houston
Amy & Lantz Howell
Sophia & Roland Huai
Mary Catherine & Steven Hudgins
Kelly & Chris Huff
Elizabeth & Adam Hurley
Laura & Chris Hutcheson

Shelley & Billy Iglesias
Jenn & David Kandolha
Jason Kaniss
Jill & Dave Knowles
Huntley & Dan Kubitza
Quyen Nguyen & Nghi Le
Edie & Albert Lee
Anne & Jeff Liddle
Kristi & Jeffrey Liggett
Kelli & Brad Little
Lindsey & Nick Little
Xin & Tie Liu
Cara Mathes & Alan Luedemann
Susan & Jon Malone
Michelle & Trey Martin
Lauren & Wyatt McCulloch
Jen & Tom McDonald
Laura & Robert McMahan
Tracy & Randy McMullen
Kristin & Brian McShane
Megan & Steven Miller
Allison & Michael Mitschke
Leslie & Cody Moerer
Whitney & Daniel Moore
Jennifer & Joel Moore
Alette & Paul Morch
Marissa & Clayton Morgan
Karen & Timothy Nagle

Reid & David Nelson
Lisa & Greg Nelson
Nicki & Wayne Newell
Andrea Noser
Jennifer & Sean O`Donnell
Kristen & Lance O`Pry
Amy & Tony `83 Pannagl
Mimi & McGowin Patrick
Katrina Jackiewicz & Nick Peacock
Maureen & Paul Perea
Patricia & David Perlick
Dawn & Mike Persia
Candy & Mark Provine
Veronica & Marcus Pullicino
Kelly Pyle
Ashley & Brooks Ranton
Marla & Michael Reade
Emily & Vernon Reaser
Crystal Cassidy & Phil Rhee
Lacy & Brian Rieke
Jennifer & Matt Rosser
Kimberly Haas & Vadim Saratovtsev
Courtney & Greg Schilling
Amanda Schissler
Silver Eagle Distributors
Kate & Joe Skubisz
Jill & Ryan Smith
Anne & Stephen Smith

Shelley & Kevin Sparks
Abby `95 & Matt Spinn
Maggie & Will Stacy
Sommer & Ryan Stash
Barbara & Jeff Steen
Francine Stefan
Ann & Robert Stephens
Lindsay & Trent Stout
Jennifer & Mark Stringer
Susan & Blake Swanson
Catherine & Chris Swinbank
Eloise & James Taussig
Melissa & Mike Taylor
Vania & Mark Terry
Kelly & Jeff Thibault
Lisa & Mark Tidwell
Melanie & Mike Tomsula
Mara & Jorge Troop
Megan & Anthony Uerling
Kristin & Ed Valicek
Andrea & Craig Vogelsang
Megan & James Vondra
Natalie Wall
Jen & James Wallis
Sara & Alan Wang
Jennifer & Matt Wells
Alison & Randall Wilhite
Ali & Thomas Williams

Megan & Jason Williams
Jacee & Kelly Wolf
Julie Woodbury
Judy & James Woolley
Lauren & Nick Wuertz
Katie & Robert Zorich
Rosy & John Zuklic

BIG BOARD WINNERS
Jessica & Rob `90 Chisholm
Kate & Mike Denham
Jasdeep & Devinder Lamba
Becky & Nick Livingstone
Jennifer & Joel Moore
Holly & Kirk Coburn
Melissa Reeves & Scott Szalkowski
Alan & Anooshea Taghdisi
Nikki & Travis Vargo

IN-KIND DONORS
The Mariner & Womble Families
Amy & Tony `83 Pannagl
Silver Eagle Distributors
Chef Bryce Smith

Sian & Jan Mikkelsen
Sara & Adam Miller
Kara & Dan Montgomery
Julianna & Scott Moorad
Whitney & Daniel Moore
Alette & Paul Morch
Karen & Timothy Nagle
Lisa & Greg Nelson
Cindy & Mark O`Donnell
Heidi & Tobin O`Donnell
Jennifer & Sean O`Donnell
Kristen & Lance O`Pry
Gaby & Ken Owen
Amy & Tony `83 Pannagl
Katrina Jackiewicz & Nick Peacock
Lacy `90 & Philip Price
Ashley & Brooks Ranton
Karen & Jason Rash
Marla & Michael Reade
Emily & Vernon Reaser
Angela & Jason Richards
Lacy & Brian Rieke
Sonia Sanchez
Kimberly Haas & Vadim Saratovtsev
Lauri & Fritz Schlopy
Kate & Joe Skubisz
Shelley & Kevin Sparks
Sommer & Ryan Stash
Barbara & Jeff Steen
Francine Stefan
Ann & Robert Stephens
Lindsay & Trent Stout

Megan & Jason Williams 
Jacee & Kelly Wolf
Piper & Matt Zaleski
Rosy & John Zuklic

DONORS
Megan & Huston Able
Shelly & Cutt Ableson
Audrey & Matthew Adams
Alexy Aviles
Karin & William Ashby
Maggie & Mark Baker

FESTIVA L DONORSFESTIVA L DONORS

All money raised by the 
Festival benefits the One 
Community Fund. This 
fund supports landscaping 
projects, improved security 
measures, staffing expenses, 
and many infrastructure 
improvements that are vital 
to the growth of our school 
and church community.
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HEADMASTER`S CIRCLE
GIFTS OF $20,000 OR MORE

Linda & Charlie Elder
Shana & Shaun Gordy
Daniela & Ed Group
Shelley & Billy Iglesias
Jane & Michael Jamieson
Emily & Vernon Reaser
Eloise & James Taussig
Carole & Jim Wills

SOCIETY OF ARTS & 
LETTERS
GIFTS OF $10,000–$19,999

CFP Foundation
Cathy & Alex Cranberg
Kelly & Matt Cubbage
Kate & Mike Denham
Franny & Jim Gray
Brenda & Brad Jones
Sippi & Ajay Khurana
Janna & Kyle Lippman
Nidhika & Sean Mehta
Jennifer & Sean O`Donnell
Mindy & Sean Rice
Sheila & Amir Shenaq
Praveena & Vijayaprakash 

Sreenarasimhaiah
Vania & Mark Terry

CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE
GIFTS OF $5,000–$9,999

Patti & Tony Barletta
Kendra & Sean Brierley
Stacie & Howard `90 Chapman
Cockrell Family Fund

Frances Collins
Joelle & Mitch Derrick
Holly & St.-John Dinsmore
Nora & Peter Dorflinger
Eliza & Johnny `69 Duncan
Jo & Matt Farina
Susan & Dan Floeck
Marilyn & David Guion
Cici & Emerson Hankamer
Lorie & Steve Herod
Susan Hoyak
Barbara & Roberto Iglesias
Edie & Albert Lee
Kristi & Jeffrey Liggett
Brandi Maxwell
Sheila & Steve Miller
Allison & Michael `76 Mitschke
Jennifer & Joel Moore
Susan Lawhon Padon
Candy & Mark Provine
Karen & Scott Puckett
Beth & Bobby Reeves
Crystal Cassidy & Phil Rhee
Limor & Stuart Smith
Ann & Robert Stephens
Virginia & Dan Steppe
Jenny `90 & Jerry Thompson
Kris & Jimmy Vallee
Carrie & Ron Woliver

1952 FOUNDER’S CIRCLE
GIFTS OF $1,952–$4,999

Shelly & Cutt Ableson
Shannon & John Addison
The D. Kent & Linda C. 

Anderson Foundation
Elle & Clarke Anderson

Rebecca Tyler & Shubi Arora
Sharon & Michael Barry
Stephanie & Jason Beauvais
Lauren & Tom Biggs
Angela & Mark Bookmyer
Jessica & Fred Brazelton
Holly & John Brennan
Minnie & Ed Cappel
Karen & Howard Chapman
Audrey & Brad Chin
Annie & Phil Chin
Jessica & Rob `90 Chisholm
Jennifer & Todd Colter
Heather & Brady Crosswell
Karen & Ric Davis
Amy & Brooks Despot
Gabriela & Daniel Dror
Nicole `85 & Brendan Ederle
Lauren & Richard Epley
Virginia & Morrow `90 Evans
Jean & Mark Gargiulo
Jennifer & Chris Gibson
Carolyn & Greg Givens
Carmen & Alex Gomez
Lynn & Arthur Graeter
Kim & Chris `95 Graeter
Beth & Steve Guinn
Sandy & Gus Haddad
Holly & Breen Haire
Kandi & Jordan Handel
Amy & Curtis Hartman
Lauren & Ben Hendin
Christine & Ty Hoffer
Sophia & Roland Huai
Brooke & Scott Hutson
Elizabeth & Joseph Ivers
Christy & Webb Jennings
Gina & Tom Johnson

Huntley & Dan Kubitza
Susie & James Lair
Paola & Mark Lehman
Marisol & Jorge Leiva
Kelli & Brad Little
Beth & Greg `83 Looser
Vickie & Steve Lovejoy
Leisha & Jeff Mamera
Michelle & Trey Martin
Shelley & Doug Masterson
Jenny & Cooley May
Amanda & Murrah Mayberry
Joan & Doug McLeod
Tracy & Randy McMullen
Kaylen & Nick Meserve
Radost & David Mims
Glenda & Danny Moore
Marissa & Clayton Morgan
Erin & Keith Morris
Karen & Timothy Nagle
Bobbie & John Nau
Nicki & Wayne Newell
Shelby & Eric Nielsen
Cindy & Mark O`Donnell
Maria Ojeda
Katrina Jackiewicz & Nick 

Peacock
Elena & Jeff Peden
Maureen & Paul Perea
Patricia & David Perlick
Caroline & Jason Peters
Stephanie & Russell Post
Margaret & David Powers
Mary Randall
Ashley & Brooks Ranton
Courtney & James Robertson
Elizabeth & Brian Romere
Jennifer & Matt Rosser

Stephanie & Todd Scheyer
Lauri & Fritz Schlopy
Heidi & Matt Seinsheimer
Shirley & Mike Slataper
Sommer & Ryan Stash
Lindsay & Trent Stout
Shelby & Kai Stratmann
Jennifer & Mark `89 Stringer
Melissa Reeves & Scott 

Szalkowski
Karen Tellepsen
Kelly & Jeff Thibault
Megan & Taylor Tipton
Melanie & Mike Tomsula
Megan & Anthony Uerling
Amy & Erik Voss
Lindsay & George Ward
Kelli & John Weinzierl
Pam & Gary Whitlock
Susan & Mike Wilson
Beverly & Lynn Woolley
Teresa Chen & Morgan Zhang

ST. FRANCIS ASSOCIATES
GIFTS OF $500–$1,951

Omar Abdeen
Gina & Michael Adamo
Audrey & Matthew Adams
Hiba Mouslimany & Saud 

Alawadhi
John Allis
Karin & William Ashby
Glenn Ballard
Nour Barazi
Salam & Bassam Barazi
Marty Bastian
Lisa & Stuart Bates

Dorothy Bean
Mia & Augie Bering
Kelsey & Ismael Berumen
Odessa Pye & Rafi Bidros
Catherine Scheid & Ray Black
Heather & Zack Blailock
Jennifer & Peter Blomquist
Gerald Bookmyer
Pam & Murray Brasseux
Cathy & Bob Brewton
Lois & Robert Broeker
Cindy & Randy Broiles
Leah & Gregory Brown
Taylor & Keith Burba
Bonnie & Philip Cabaud
Cam & Rod Canion
Carol Christ
Faith Cohen
Rachel & Cole Conkling
Debbie & Larry Coomer
Kim & Frank Corredor
Robert Couch
Susie & Richard Crummel
Deb & Marc Cunningham
Sheryll Dahlke
Rachel & Kevin Davis
Katie & Jon Deal
Luda & Dal Dickey
Sabrina & Rich DiMichele
Julie & Michael Donaldson
Deneige & Derek Dooley
Kate & Matt Drury
Annemarie & Neil Dunleavy
Rebecca & Brad Elmore
Mow & Tosin Famurewa
Lisa & James Freeman
Alanna & David Gehring
Susan Gilchrist

Mehrnaz & Ned Gill
Anna & Mirko Gumpel
Laurie & Alfredo Gutierrez
Deborah Hagerty
Kerry & John Hancock
Kris & John Hantak
Beth & Judd `96 Harrison
Annie & Jonathan Hartigan
Andrew Hawthorn `87
Lynne & Wally Hay
Sandi & Tom Hedrick
Lindsay & Drew Henderson
Esperanza & Don Hicks
Garnett & Michael Holmes
Claudia & Hank Holmes
Judy & Steven Howell
Kelly & Chris Huff
Amy & Bo Huggins
Olive & Lynn Hughes
Gayle & Donald Keller
Carol & Chuck Kingswell-Smith
Allison & Tucker Knight
Carol & Simeon Lake
Quinita & Chris LaPorte
Jessica LaPorte `03
Kimmy LaPorte `05
Janet & Hans Lee
Anne & Jeff Liddle
Lindsey & Nick Little
Xin & Tie Liu
Brandi & Chris Marrus
Nena `72 & David Marsh
Natalie & Steve Matthews
Stephanie & Matt Mays
Lauren & Wyatt McCulloch
Darla & Keith McNay
Neal & Dan `96 Meyer
Leslie & Bill Miller

Missy & Kevin Millin
Leslie & Cody Moerer
Susan Lee & Henry Mok
Whitney & Daniel Moore
Alette & Paul Morch
Leslie & Randy Newcomer
Margaret Newsom
Heidi & Tobin O`Donnell
Kate & J. J. Oshins
Susan & Larry Pain
Amy & James Pavlik
Megan & Matt Pond
Barbie & Ron Presswood
Julie & Darin Preston
Alexa & Jonathan Probst
Veronica & Marcus Pullicino
Karen & Jason Rash
Marla & Michael Reade
Kelley & David Reid
Angela & Jason Richards
Laura & Richard Robert
Laura & Brannon Robertson
Robin Brice & Thanh Roettele
Abby & Basil Saab
Tanya & Ramesh Sadeghian
Alison & Ryan Salinas
Kimberly Haas & Vadim 

Saratovtsev
Kay Sargent
Courtney & Greg Schilling
Danielle & Brian Schmulen
Gail & Dan Settle
Judy & Bobby Shackouls
Elizabeth & Scott Shackouls
Ellen `99 & Andrew Sheedy
Christine & Jay Sherman
Agnes & Lindsey Short
Tim Smith

Aurora & Aldo Sordelli
Barbara & Jeff Steen
Francine Stefan
Andrea & Raymond Stidham
Margrit & Horst Stratmann
Brooke & Whitten Stuckey
Patty & David Suplee
Susan & Blake Swanson
Chris & Bill Swanson
Miranda & Steve Tadlock
Jennifer & Tadd Tellepsen
Mara & Jorge Troop
Kristina & Vance Ulsh
Leslie vanArsdale
Mar & Emilio Vicens
Megan & James Vondra
Jen & James Wallis
Amy & Michael Walton
Sara & Alan Wang
Susan & Tim Weaver
Jenny & Jason West
Sherry & Trey Willerson
Megan & Jason Williams
Judy & James Woolley
Lauren & Nick Wuertz

ST. FRANCIS SUSTAINERS
GIFTS UP TO $499

Anonymous
Megan & Huston `95 Able
Annie Addison
Ann & Bert Adkins
Kathryn & Leigh Adkins
Leticia & Jose Alcala
Emily Arnot
C`Airey & Trevor Ashurst
Sarah Aylsworth

Jocelyn & Michael Bacon
Ann Bailey
Maggie & Mark Baker
Shelley & Newt Barineau
Carol Bedard
Ruthe & Marty Berman
Laura Best
Betsy & Jack Biggs
Marilyn & Socrates Bitsis
Christina `95 & Bart Blackwell
Cynthia Blades
Katie `01 & Joe Blades
Dawn Blake
Mike Blalock
Morrie Bogrand
Jean & Joseph Bolton
Dennis Book
Kim & Kevin Boone
Nicole Bowles
Emily & Charlie Boyle
Marlene & Lindsley Bratten
Shelley & Lew Brazelton
Diana & Guido Bressani
Martha & John Britton
Beau Brooks
Wendy & Bill Bruckner
Hue Bui
Leah Burrow
Ragan & Jeremy Cain
Susan Cannon
Maria Capecchi
Debbie & Jeff Cardwell
Nathalie Carre
Jennifer Carson
Jennifer & Todd Caspary
Margaret & Geoffrey Chamblee
Amy & John Chandler
Martha Chavez

GIFTS—ST. FR A NCIS FUNDGIFTS—ST. FR A NCIS FUND

When the St. Francis Fund flourishes, so 

does student life in the classrooms and 

halls of St. Francis. The Fund provides for 

resources critical for ongoing educational 

initiatives, competitive faculty salaries 

and benefits, and vital operating budget 

line items. Many thanks to these donors. 

ST. FRANCIS FUND 

Add photos: pls look through 2015 16  albums ... anything but “viewbook” photos



Laura & Brett Chiles
Anne & Bob Chisholm
Laura & Ted Christiansen
Alex Chunn `03
Kathy & George Cire
Anna Laura `03 & Richard Clark
Abby & Fred Clark
Sally & Mark Clark
Haley Clarkson `03
Celeste & Arnie Cohen
Lisa Colgin
Linda & Mike Condit
Melissa & Connor Cook
Brenda Correll
Julie & Daniel Cotuno
Susan Cross
Susan & Craig Crouch
Christie Crummel
Veronica & Jason Crummel
Maria Cruzalegui-Reardon & 

Gabe Reardon
Laurie Curtis
Adrienne Cutter
Brian Cutter
Scotia & Darren Daugherty
Gail & John Daugherty
Brooke Dawson `91
Emily `96 & Mike Day
Natasha & Mario de la Garza
Debra & Roy Dee
Lindsey & Joe Dee
Julie & Bryan `86 Dehan
Carol & George Dehan
Mary Dion
Lauretta DuByne
Alyssa & Roger Duncan
Colleen & Mike Dunlap
Kimberly Dunn
Spencer Duran
Erica & Charlie DyReyes
Eryn & Stephen Ebaugh
Beth & Ron Edington
Molly & Wade Edington
Nicole & Greg Eidman
Lauren & Carlton `00 Ellis
Roxanne & Joe Ellis
Dayna & Ted Erck
Laura & Salvador Escalona
Nancy & Thomas Eubank
Julie & Ken Faterkowski
Annie & Patrick Ferguson
Angela Flowers
Erin `90 & Stan Fowler
Kathy & Kerry French
Ezequiel Garcia
Pam & Bob Garza
Susan Gilchrist
Dana & Paul Gill
Martha & Bill Gilliam
Violeta Gonzalez
Missy & David Goodall
Anna & Scott Goodman
Rose Ann Gregory
Louise Grigsby
Ashley & Stedman Grigsby
Shawn & Ryan Gustafson

Sara Gutierrez
Diane Hablizel
Karen & Adrian Hamra
Veni & Darrell Hardy
Mary & Jim Hardy
Debbie & John Harris
Anne Hawkins
Catherine & Jay `90 Hawthorn
Charlotte & David Hedrick
Amanda Heidemann
Wendy & Baron Heinemann
Alice & Randy Helms
Becky Helms `02
Robine & Jason `84 Hendricks
Andrea Hendrickson
Jackie & Carl Henningsen
Dot & Ellwood Hermansen
Amber Hicks
Regay & Shane Hildreth
Jacqueline Holmes
Megan & Will `94 Holstien
Kelly & Jeffrey Horton
Betty Huff
Laura & Chris `89 Hutcheson
Susan Hutcheson
Chanda Hutton
Leslie `86 & Jack Jackson
Leticia & Edward Jaroski
Natalie Jaroski `02
Cheryl & Robert Jeffers
Melba & Steve Johnson
Alison `92 & Stephen Johnston
Carmen Jones
Amy & Eric Jones
Leah & Michael Jones
Melissa & Paul Jurick
Cindy & Kent Kahle
Jenn & David Kandolha
Jason Kaniss
Neekie & Amir Kashani
Courtney & Tim Kearns
Jacque & Richard Keith
Carol Kemper
Joe Ann & Ken Kingdon
Jill & Dave Knowles
Sandra & Alec `77 Kobayashi
Robin & Ryan Kochel
Natasha & Justin Lake
Ted Lakoski
Nicole & Leveil Lander
Natalie & Ben Landry
Keely & Lars Langkowski
Michelle Larson
Liesl & Marion Leman
Jennie & Philip Leman
Sherry & William Lent
Lara & Randy Leonhardt
Andi & Danny Lewis
Shannon & Michael Lewis
Debbie & William Lewis
Maryland Liff
Breanna Lolley
Katie & Andy Long
Anne Longley
Laura Lopez
Michelle & Victor Ly

Cynthia `96 & Chad Mabry
Jessica MacMurtrie
Susan `87 & Phil Magee
Kim & Steve Manning
Harriett & William Mantini
Melissa & Bill Markham
Monica & Stephen Markovich
Monica & Charles Masini
Debbie McColloch
Desiree McConnell `89
Lisa McDermott
Jen & Tom McDonald
Michelle McGrath
Beth McGreevy
Jackie & Connelly McGreevy
Cassandra & Burl McKeel
Teresa & Danny McKinsey
Patty & Ferguson McNiel
Terry & Mike McQueen
Pamela & Jerry McSorley
Susan & Rodney Meriwether
Sian & Jan Mikkelsen
Jackie Sheahan & Jim Miller
Angela & Carlo Minotti
Loretta Miranda
Carolyn & Jahan Mohsenzadeh
James Moore
Lenny Morales
Ellen & Sam Moreton
Marguerite & Steve Morrell
Tammy & Lamar Morris
Gesa Muxfeldt
Deborah & Cory Nelson
Laura Nelson `03
Tricia & Richard Nelson
Linh Ly & Van Nguyen
Diane & Rand Nolen
Andrea Noser
Margaret & Freddy O`Pry
Kristen & Lance O`Pry
Ruru & Ola Oshe
Susan & Edward Osterberg
Jane & Maurice Oteiza
Genelda & Robert Pavlik
Lauren Peña
Mary & David Peña
Mercedes & Morris Perli
Emily & Will Perry
Steven Pettit

Georgia `95 & Michael Piazza
Holly & Randall Plost
Carol & John Porter
Genie & Corbin Porter
Sarah & Murray Powell
Mary Powers
Janene Prasifka
Laura Price
Jeré & Kenneth Puckett
Carla Quine
Kathleen Redden
Elfego Reynaga
Amy & Chad Reynolds
Lacy & Brian `89 Rieke
Alejandra & Edgar Rincon
Lisa & Andy `97 Ring
Candi & Ron Robinson
Maria & Meliton Rodriquez
Susan & Jim Rosser
Lynn & John Russell
Whitney & Robert Russell
Rosie Saldana
Kathy & Jeff Sangalis
Teme & Keith Sappenfield
Becky Sappenfield `03
Joseph Schiller
Diane & Keith Schilling
Claudia & Antonio Schoelman
Blanche Schwabenland
Morgan Scoville
Briana & Michael Settle
Gayle Shadowens
Kay & Carter Simonds
Michelle & Joshua Smith
Brooke & Travis Smith
Carole & David Smithwick
Kathy Smyth
Charles Sou `01
Kathryn `90 & Mark Spinelli
Mary Kate Springmann
Kristal St. Clair
Maggie & Will Stacy
Michelle & Jared Staller
Lisa Stallworth
Ashley Stephenson
Binky Strom
Lauren & John Suttle
Lyndsay Sweeney
Catherine & Chris Swinbank

Michelle & Will Symonds
Sogol Pahlavan & Mike Talabi
Raquel & Adrian Talamantes
Alexandra Theis
Shureda Thomas
Staci & Brent Thompson
Kara Thompson
Lisa & Mark Tidwell
Debbie Toler
Barbara & Richard Toranto
Julia & Daniel Traber
Elizabeth Travis
Anne Turner
Lydia Urbanek
Kathy & Jim Vondra
Juliana Wagner
Merritt & Rory Walker
Natalie Wall
Melanie & Trevor Wallace
Meghan Watkins `89
Laura & Jamie Weaver
Janet & Al Weinzierl
Martha & Fred Wells
Adele & Joe Whalen
Jill `85 & Burton White
Diane Wiener
Linda & Leighton Wier
Tiffanie & Jeff Williams
Jessica & Matthew Williams
Ashley `99 & Bo Willis
Cynthia Wilson
Jacqueline Wilson
Jen & Bob Wismer
Juliann & Keith Wohlford
Linden Womack
Tiffany & Randall Wong
Cabell `97 & David Wood
Julie Woodbury
Elizabeth & L. D. Wood-Hull
Madison Woodward `01
Hayley Wright
Whitney Wright
Margaret Yerkovich
Shea Yoesel `99
Piper & Matt Zaleski

GIFTS—ST. FR A NCIS FUNDGIFTS—ST. FR A NCIS FUND

Gifts by Grade Level, Faculty and 
Staff, and Board of Trustees
C L A S S %

Pre-Primary (2028) 54%

Primary I (2027) 63%

Primary II (2026) 63%

Kindergarten (2025) 68%

First Grade (2024) 61%

Second Grade (2023) 59%

Third Grade (2022) 59%

Fourth Grade (2021) 36%

Fifth Grade (2020) 52%

Sixth Grade (2019) 56%

Seventh Grade (2018) 62%

Eighth Grade (2017) 49%

Faculty and Staff 99%

Board of Trustees 100%

Co-Chairs 
Audrey and Brad Chin 

Eloise and Jamie Taussig

Leadership 
Shannon Addison
Howard Chapman 

Kelly Cubbage
Nicole Ederle `85

Morrow Evans
Lorie Herod 

Shelley Iglesias
Jenny May

Jennifer O’Donnell
Lindsay Stout
Kelli Weinzerl

New Family
Kris Vallee

Committee
Kathryn Adkins
Christi Bennett
Taylor Burba
Erin Fowler

Lisa Freeman
Carmen Gomez 

Chris Graeter `95
Kelly Horton

Huntley Kubitza
Anne Liddle 

Shelley Masterson
Amy Pavlik

Maureen Perea
Matt and Megan Pond

Laura Robert
Elizabeth Shackouls

Brooke and Whitten Stuckey
Susan Swanson
Megan Tipton

Board of Trustees
Jimmy Vallee

Alumni
Jack Doherty `98

Grandparents
Anne Chisholm

Alumni Parents
Kay Rhea

ST. FRANCIS FUND 
COMMITTEE 2016–17

We are grateful to the donors who, 
              by their gifts to the St. Francis 
Fund, are helping St. Francis provide 
the best education possible.
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Ann Bailey
 Adler Joseph Wersebe (‘28)
Dorothy Bean
 Peter Michael Dale (‘26)
 Elizabeth Anne Dale (‘23)
 Catherine Frances Dale (‘20)
Betsy and Jack Biggs
 Briar Elizabeth Biggs (‘28)
 Beatty Alexis Biggs (‘26)
 Brooke Arden Biggs (‘25)
Jean and Joseph Bolton
 Walter Baldwin Taussig (‘19)
 James Edward Taussig ‘17
Pam and Murray Brasseux
 Charlotte Murray Perry (‘27)
 Caroline Sage Perry (‘25)
Cathy and Bob Brewton
 Collins Juliane Bellow (‘28)
Cindy and Randy Broiles
 Larkin Emma Graeter (‘22)
Susan Cannon
 Cannon West Newcomer (‘26)
Karen and Howard Chapman
 Reese Blanton Chapman (‘23)
 Howard Daniel Chapman (‘20)
Brenda Correll
 Gus Hodges Montgomery (‘21)
 James Ford Montgomery (‘20)
Gail and John Daugherty
 Charlotte Frances Daugherty (‘25)
Carol and George Dehan
 Charles Edward Dehan (‘27)

Beth and Ron Edington
 Brady Alexander Edington (‘27)
Susan and Dan Floeck
 Luke Daniel Moerer (‘26)
 Carson Cody Moerer (‘23)
Lynn and Arthur Graeter
 Larkin Emma Graeter (‘22)
Deborah Hagerty
 Julia Catherine Iglesias (‘24)
 Michelle Marie Iglesias (‘18)
 Patrick Robert Iglesias ‘17
Mary and Jim Hardy
 Mary-Claire Keck Eidman (‘25)
 Kraft Gregory Eidman (‘21)
 Emma Grace Eidman (‘19)
Jackie and Carl Henningsen
 Lila Claire Henningsen (‘19)
Jacqueline Holmes
 William James Harrison (‘25)
Olive and Lynn Hughes
 Ryan Joseph Presswood (‘21)
Barbara and Roberto Iglesias
 Julia Catherine Iglesias (‘24)
 Michelle Marie Iglesias (‘18)
 Patrick Robert Iglesias ‘17
Gayle and Donald Keller
 Avery Lauren Keller (‘24)
 Blake Matthew Keller (‘22)
Carol and Chuck Kingswell-Smith
 Robert Michael Day (‘27)
Janet and Hans Lee
 Timothy Lee Mok (‘26)

Sherry and William Lent
 Caroline McKinney Van Wie (‘26)
 Jackson Henry Van Wie (‘23)
 William Carter Van Wie (‘21)
Beth McGreevy
 Matthew William McGreevy (‘20)
Sheila and Steve Miller
 Caroline Rose Ranton (‘27)
 Sophie Ann Miller (‘25)
Missy and Kevin Millin
 Molly Marnie Cook (‘28)
Karen and Timothy Nagle
 Olivia Malone Nagle (‘27)
Deborah and Cory Nelson
 Quentin Lee Tadlock (‘28)
 Valentina Rose Tadlock (‘26)
Susan Lawhon Padon
 Robert Edward Robertson (‘23)
 Elizabeth Light Robertson (‘21)
Genelda and Robert Pavlik
 Connor Alan Pavlik (‘25)
 Cayla Ellen Pavlik (‘21)
Jeré and Kenneth Puckett
 Brady Scott Puckett (‘18)
Kathleen Redden
 Hunter Winston Lewis (‘24)
 Colton Andrew Lewis (‘22)
Susan and Jim Rosser
 John Briscoe Rosser (‘24)
 Catherine Jane Rosser (‘22)
Tanya and Ramesh Sadeghian
 Talia Sadeghian de la Garza (‘28)
 Olivia Frances de la Garza (‘25)

Diane and Keith Schilling
 Grace Louise Schilling (‘28)
 Elizabeth Lee Schilling (‘26)
Judy and Bobby Shackouls
 Caroline Shackouls (‘27)
 Charles Shackouls (‘27)
Shirley and Mike Slataper
 Kennedy Slataper (‘29)
 Grayson Slataper (‘27)
Virginia and Dan Steppe
 Holden Kennedy Maples (‘18)
Patty and David Suplee
 Jude Blackwell Walker (‘23)
Barbara and Richard Toranto
 Alexander Louis Hendin ‘17
Kathy and Jim Vondra
 Isla Rose Vondra (‘28)
 Ava Elizabeth Vondra (‘25)
Janet and Al Weinzierl
 Luke Alexander Weinzierl (‘18)
Adele and Joe Whalen
 Zachary Joseph Nielsen (‘23)
Linda and Leighton Wier
 Georgia Katherine Ferguson (‘24)
 Leighton Elizabeth Ferguson (‘22)
Cynthia Wilson
 Tyler Stratmann (‘27)
Carrie and Ron Woliver
 Conrad Christopher Bennett (‘23)
 Nicklaus Spencer Bennett (‘21)

Thanks to these donors for supporting 
St. Francis through the St. Francis Fund, 
capital campaign, student financial 
aid, and miscellaneous restricted and 
unrestricted gifts.

Boy Scouts of America, Troop 825
Albert Clay
Emerson K. Hankamer
Donald P. Hicks
Holocaust Museum Houston
Houston Pizza Venture LP
Marietta McCain
Matthew W. Seinsheimer
William D. Walker
Gerald F. Willinger

S P E C I A L  G I F T S

GIFTS—SPECIA L A ND FORWA RD IN FA ITHGIFTS—ST. FR A NCIS FUND

G I F T S  B Y  G R A N D P A R E N T S Game-changing  generosity. We thank the following individuals, foundations, 
and corporations for gifts that paved the way for further development of 
our South Campus. These funds supported the campaign for the Crum 
Athletics Center, renovations to existing South Campus structures, and 
critical Upper School startup costs. 

Lindsay & Grant Amburn
D. Kent and Linda C.  
Anderson Foundation

Elle & Clarke Anderson
Glenn Ballard
Jaralyn Ballard
Michael Boylan

The Brown Foundation, Inc.
Minnie & Ed Cappel
Abby & Fred Clark

Debbie & Larry Coomer
Joelle & Mitch Derrick

Desroches Partners, LLP
Nancy & Arthur Epley

George and Mary Josephine 
Hamman Foundation
Andrea Hendrickson
Judy & Steven Howell

Kristin ’95 & Jason Kaminsky

Susie & James Lair
MacDonald-Peterson 

Foundation
Flo & William McGee

The Meyer Foundation
Susan Lawhon Padon
Beth & Robert Reeves

Kay & Ronald Rhea
Elizabeth & John Roberts

Heidi & Matt Seinsheimer
Vivian L. Smith Foundation

St. Francis Episcopal Church
Ann & Robert Stephens

Jennifer & Mark ’89 Stringer
Lauri & Forrest ‘74 Surles
Lorita & William Tipton

Lynsey ‘00 & William Ward
The West Endowment
Beth & James Woldert

1918

FORWARD IN FAITH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
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A Beautiful Life
À bientôt
A Fare Extraordinaire
Abejas Boutique
Always in Season
Amalfi Ristorante Italiano
D. Kent & Linda C. Anderson Foundation
Andrea Montgomery Designs
Armandos
Armenta Collection
Baanou
Barnes & Noble Booksellers
Beehive Boutique
The Black Law Firm
Boot Ranch
Bracewell LLP
Branche Boutique
Brooke Feather
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
Buffalo Specialties, Inc.
ByNeeko Designs
Café Express
Cakewalk Style
Canary
Canine Country Club
Caroline Hildreth Designs
Caswell & Company Catering and Events
CC Designs
Chick-fil-A
Coastal Closet
Cockrell Family Fund
Contour Interior Design Inc.
Corner Bakery
Cosmetic Dental Associates
Courtney Ray Jewelry
Critical Mass Design
The Cutting Garden
Cynthia Ann Jewels
Define Body & Mind
Designs by Kristen
Desroches Partners, LLP
Dimensions

Pet Depot
Pieces by Merci
Porsche of North Houston & Lamborghini 

Bugatti Houston
Presswood Engineering
Raintree Boutique
Raising Cane’s
Roberta Roller Rabbit
Robin Jackson Photography
Rover Oaks Pet Resort
The Royal Sonesta Hotel
S. Bell Designs
Safeway, Inc.
Saint Bernard
Saint Vagabond Jewelry
Segreto
Silver Eagle Distributors
Vivian L. Smith Foundation
Spindle Tap Brewery
Matthew P. Spinn MD PLLC
State Farm Insurance Companies
Steak 48
Styles Jewelers
The Sutton Foundation
Taste of Texas Restaurant
Taylor & Tessier
Thistle Wynd Productions
Thrive Drip Spa
Tony Mandola’s Gulf Coast Kitchen
Tootsies
Twin Taurus
Uchi
The West Endowment
Which Wich
Zadok Jewelers
Robert L. & Barbara Zorich Family 

Foundation

IN HONOR OF
Charlotte Amburn
   Grant Amburn
Parker (`20), Caroline (`22), & Kent (`24) Kubitza 

and Ellison (`22) & Evans (`25) Anderson
   The D. Kent & Linda C. Anderson Foundation
Ellison (`22) & Evans (`25) Anderson
   Elle & Clarke Anderson
Blake `12, Will `14, Blair `16, & Pierce (`20) 

Barineau
   Shelley & Newt Barineau
Louise Caroline Blomquist (`24)
   Jennifer & Peter Blomquist
Sally & Tim Brady
   Marietta McCain
Wesley Brown (`19)
   Leah & Gregory Brown
Faith Cohen
   Celeste & Arnie Cohen
Elle Conkling (`28)
   Rachel & Cole Conkling  
Christopher `99 & Chase `99 Crouch
   Susan & Craig Crouch
Evelyn Dunleavy (`28)
   Annemarie & Neil Dunleavy
Erin Fowler `90
   Kathy & George Cire
Lena (`20) & Mischa (`21) Haddad
   Sandy & Gus Haddad
Hudson (`26) & Olivia (`28) Handel
   Kandi & Jordan Handel
Hadley Lewis (`28)
   Debbie & William Lewis
Kathryn Long
   Julie & Michael Donaldson
Susan Meriwether
   Lisa & James Freeman
Robert Morris (`18)
   Erin & Keith Morris
Laura Nelson `03
   Tricia & Richard Nelson
Walker (`23) & Caroline (`20) O’Pry
   Margaret & Freddy O’Pry
Amy Pannagl
   Kathy & George Cire
Charlotte Pond (`18)
   Megan & Matt Pond
Sarah Prasifka
   Lisa & James Freeman
Ellis Probst (`28)
   Alexa & Jonathan Probst
Michael Fawcett Russell (`27)
   Lynn & John Russell
Basil `16 & Daniel (`26) Saab
   Abby & Basil Saab
Charles (`27) & Caroline (`27) Shackouls
   Elizabeth & Scott Shackouls
Ella Sophia (`21) & Elizabeth Rae (`24) Scheyer
   Stephanie & Todd Scheyer

Brice Schmulen (`18)
   Danielle & Brian Schmulen
St. Francis Faculty
   Gabriela & Daniel Dror 
   Lauren & Ben Hendin 
   Jenny & Jerry Thompson
Eloise (`26) & Grant (`26) Swanson
   Dot & Ellwood Hermansen
Ava (`26) & Weston (`28) Tomsula
   Melanie & Mike Tomsula
Leigh Williams `00
   Kathy & George Cire 
   Tricia & Richard Nelson
Father Bob Wismer
   Jennifer & Matt Rosser 
   Jenny & Jerry Thompson
Grace Wood-Hull
   Elizabeth & L. D. Wood-Hull
The James A. Woolley Family
   Beverly & Lynn Woolley

IN MEMORY OF
Jean Bay
   Shila & Mel Smith
Lou Brooks
   Susie & Richard Crummel
James H. Glanville
   Nicole `85 & Brendan Ederle
Douglas McIntyre
   Marissa & Clayton Morgan
Kobi I. Pickett `13
   Peggy & Gary Godwin
Amalia Singler
   Sandra & Carlos Carrasco
Allen & Andrea Walker
   Laura & Salvador Escalona
Sally Woolrich
   Libby & George Alcorn 
   Jean & Eugene Boisaubin 
   Becky & Russell Bridges 
   Wendy & Bill Bruckner 
   Critical Mass Design by 
      Sandra & Alec Kobayashi 
   Sarah & Matt Dikeman 
   Jan & Gerald Fitts 
   Erin & Stan Fowler 
   Susan & Garth Heitshusen 
   Faith Killam 
   Dorothy Lurie 
   Joy & Jack Mackie 
   Louise Ratz 
   Lenox & John Reed 
   Lisa Schultz 
   State Farm Insurance Companies 
   Geraldine & Charles Waitman 
   Betsy & Jim Winn 
   Doris & James Wright

 
GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
The Hamill Foundation
Safeway, Inc.

GRADUATING CLASS  
FINANCIAL AID FUND
Kathryn & Leigh Adkins
Tiffany & Corey Alemand
Tabitha & Kevan Casey
Marilu & Angel Cueva
Adrienne & Brian Cutter
Terri & John D’Elia
Julie & Michael Donaldson
Nicole ‘85 & Brendan Ederle
Carmen & Alex Gomez
Missy & David Goodall
Karen & Adrian Hamra
Lynne & Wally Hay
Sophia & Roland Huai
Shelley & Billy Iglesias
Leslie ‘86 & Jack Jackson
Jane & Michael Jamieson
Gina & Tom Johnson
Marisol & Jorge Leiva
Liesl & Marion Leman
Kim & Steve Manning
Melissa & Bill Markham
Monica & Stephen Markovich
Beth & Scott McGarry
Nidhika & Sean Mehta
Jane & Maurice Oteiza
Maureen & Paul Perea
Kathryn Pipkin
Margaret & David Powers
Zary & Bruce Rassoli
Amy & Chad Reynolds
Cindy & Jason Schulze
Mary & Pat Spillman
Francine Stefan
Eloise & James Taussig
Vania & Mark Terry
Kelly & Jeff Thibault
Shawnna & T. J. Tuscai
Sara & Alan Wang
Alison & Randall Wilhite
Stephanie & Gerry Willinger
Elizabeth & L. D. Wood-Hull

PATRICK NICOSIA C.A.R.E. FUND
Elle & Clarke Anderson

Lillian H. & C. W. Duncan Foundation
The Editorialist
Elaine Turner Designs
Elizabeth Lanier Designs
Emily Sole Growney, GG
Escalante’s
Exclusive Resorts, LLC
Façade
Fig Tree Jewelry
FMC Technologies
French Cuff Boutique
Gaia Empowered Women
Golden Thread by Maddie Holmes
Goldenstrand Jewelry
Goode Company Restaurants
Grant’s for Her
Gris Designs
Guadalajara’s
The Hamill Foundation
George & Mary Josephine Hamman 

Foundation
Hearne Dry Goods Co.
The Heart Knot
Hila Gardner
Holocaust Museum Houston
Hotel ZaZa Houston
Houston Astros
Houston Pizza Venture LP
Houston Racquet Club
Huff Family Foundation
Hunter Bell
Iris Studio
J. Elizabeth Jewelry
J. J. Buckley
Jala Beads
James Durbin Jewelry Design
Jeny Baker Designs
Joie
Jonathan’s The Rub
Jones Industrial Holdings, Inc.
Jones, Mays, Ramsey & Parikh
Julianna LeBlanc

Julie Rhodes Fashion & Home
Katia
Katie Scott Designs
Kellie Morley Art
Kendra Scott Jewelry
Kennard Law
Kharisma Hair Studio
Kick Pleat
Kickapoo Ranch Pet Resort
Kim Graeter Photography LLC
Kirksey Gregg Productions
Landry’s Inc.
Laura Finery Jewelry
Laura Weaver Designs
Leslie & Co. Ladies’ Store
Longoria Collection
LUCHO
Lyons Foundation
MacDonald-Peterson Foundation
Madre
Maida’s Belts & Buckles
Mariquita Masterson
Marlo Miller Boutique
Matt Camron Rugs
Dean McCurry Auction Services
The Meyer Foundation
Meyerland Periodonics
Michael’s Cookie Jar
Michelle Patrick Designs
Monkee’s of Houston
Muse Boutique
Nature Discovery Center
Neiman Marcus Houston
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Office Depot
Olde Towne Kolaches & Bakery
Orange Theory Fitness
Page Gregory Matthews
Palazzo’s
Pappas Restaurants
Parker School Uniforms, LLC
Peak Condition Houston

FINANCIAL AID

GIFTS—CORPOR ATIONS A ND FOUNDATIONSGIFTS—FINA NCIA L A ID A ND TRIBUTES

These corporations and foundations gave generously to St. Francis in the 
following areas: St. Francis Fund, St. Francis Gala, Festival Day, capital 
campaign, and unrestricted funds.

Our scholarship program benefits many 
students who call St. Francis home. 
Due to the generosity of the following 
individuals, we can continue to help 
deserving students. 
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MARY PEÑA
Kindergarten Faculty

For Mary Peña, a teacher is not something you become—it is 
something you just are. As a child, her favorite pastime was 
playing school, and she naturally gravitated to babysitting and 
daycare roles as she grew. For as long as she can remember, 
Mrs. Peña says she wanted to be a teacher and have the 
chance to express her love for learning, creating, and children. 
Fortunately, the energy she draws from the classroom each 
day fuels her life outside of it as well, and she says she's 
grateful for her family, who have been beside her on this 
journey all this while.
 
Mrs. Peña's career began in the Alief school district and has 
spanned nearly 30 years and several elementary grade levels. 
When she came to St. Francis in 1997, she knew she had 
found a home. She says what resonated most with her was 
the school’s commitment to educating the child as a whole—
including wrapping lessons in the folds of faith. She also loves 
that she is able to watch her students grow up.
 
Throughout her 20 years at St. Francis, Mrs. Peña has lived 
plenty of memorable moments, but one stands out as tops. 
She recounts, “A student brought a lizard to class one day, and 
the children played with him all day long. Near the end of the 
day, I noticed the lizard was not moving as the child held it.  
I asked if he was dead, and she replied, ‘Just a little.’”
 
Every day that she enters the classroom, Mrs. Peña brings 
along her goal to guide each student in a way that works best 
for him or her as an individual. She says, “The pride on my 
students' faces when they realize they can do something they 
thought they could not is an image that stays with me!”

WENDY BRUCKNER
Primary I Faculty

Wendy Bruckner says that when it was time for her to choose 
a career, women had three options: nurse, secretary, or 
stewardess. Not keen on any of the above, she chose to forge 
a career in education. Since making that pivotal decision, she 
has spent 34 years as an early childhood teacher, including 
three decades in St. Francis’s Primary School. When asked 
what has kept her here so long, she chuckles, "I have more  
fun than the children!"
 
Mrs. Bruckner originally began her time at St. Francis as 
a parent and church member. During her three daughters' 
formative years at the school, her husband coached sports and 
served as president of the board of trustees, and she joined 
him as a warden for the church. She is proud to report that her 
girls went on to earn graduate degrees as they built upon the 
educational foundation laid at St. Francis.
 
Throughout her time in the classroom, Mrs. Bruckner says 
she’s learned that parents are the biggest source of support 
when it comes to the academic development of her students. 
She is thankful for all the time she has spent with her students’ 
families and the bonds they've formed over the years. In fact, 
these bonds are the heart of what she considers to be her best 
career achievement—her former students. As she describes 
them, "They are decent, kind, productive human beings."
 
What makes us most proud to call Mrs. Bruckner a St. Francis 
educator is her tireless dedication to the little ones who 
enter her classroom. She is committed to making every day 
exciting—whether that means constructing a giant castle out 
of cardboard boxes or mastering concepts through small-group 
work. And then there's her humor. When asked what advice 
she would give to a young or aspiring educator, she quips, "The 
second semester is easier."

Middle School teacher and mentor David Smithwick retires after 30 years 
in the classroom—and receives a send-off worthy of the cream of the crop.

FACULT Y MILESTONESFACULT Y MILESTONES

20 Years30 Years

Award-winning educator. Devoted history enthusiast. 
Remarkable role model. For 30 years, David Smithwick 
really has been the apple of our eye in the St. Francis 
Middle School. How fitting, then, that in his final days 
before retirement, the veteran American history teacher 
was honored by a surprise visit from KHOU 11 News 
reporter Cristina Kooker, who presented him with the 
Star Furniture Red Apple Award. The distinction, which 
recognizes deserving educators in southeast Texas 
who are making a difference in the lives of children, 
culminated the colorful career of this former antiques 
dealer who turned to the classroom to share his love for 
a world gone by with the generations of the future.

“When a student comes back to St. Francis, the one 
person they are looking to see is Mr. Smithwick,” 
remarked Incoming Head of School Stephen Lovejoy. 
“He’s had an impact on so many kids’ lives—it goes 
beyond anything we can say.” Maybe it’s how Mr. 
Smithwick strived to bring a working knowledge of 
history to students through his frequent travel to 
historical landmarks across the country. Or how his 
lessons were enhanced by his earlier roles teaching 

Texas history, American literature, Latin American 
studies, and geography to our seventh and eighth 
graders. Or maybe it was the neckties. Mr. Smithwick recalls 
that, in an effort to make lessons more interesting, 
he started wearing the most outrageous ties he could 
find. He ended up with about 400 of the eye-popping 
accessories—99 percent of which were gifts from 
students happy to join in on the joke.

Twice nominated as U.S. History Teacher of the Year 
by the Lady Washington Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, Mr. Smithwick has also been 
recognized as an Outstanding History Teacher by the 
Texas State Historical Association. As he becomes part 
of the history of St. Francis, he leaves behind a lasting 
legacy of dedication, global perspective, the power 
of humor, and some final words of advice: “Always 
question, investigate, and come up with your own ideas.”

There’s no questioning the fact that we appreciate  
Mr. Smithwick for his years of service and the incredible 
influence he’s had on the lives of our students!
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When promising students meet 
passionate educators, one-of-a-kind 
learning awaits. For 13 years, the 
Sarah W. Woolrich Fund for Faculty 
has provided St. Francis teachers with 
the type of learning adventures that 
ignite classrooms, inspire curiosity, 
and bring the far-away to the fingertips. 
Established in honor of our esteemed 
first principal, Sarah W. “Sally” Woolrich, 
these awards underwrite unique 
professional development journeys that 
span the globe—from mapping the 
migration of polar bears to traveling 
the ancient Silk Road to exploring the 
Holy Roman Empire. Thanks to the 
generosity of our St. Francis community, 
life-changing trips and training serve to 
spark the imagination of our world-class 
faculty. The first-hand insight, hands-on 
lessons, and artifacts they return with 
truly bring learning to life. So teaching 
becomes transformative. And students 
become scholars.

WOOLRICH FUND FOR FACULT YWOOLRICH FUND FOR FACULT Y

Maria Capecchi and Mercedes Perli

Lower School Spanish teachers 

Maria Capecchi and Mercedes Perli 

believe that learning a language 

should entail not only instruction in a 

classroom, but also immersion in a 

culture. Indeed, research suggests 

that when teachers educate 

students on the food, music, dance, 

artists, and traditions of a country, 

the more engaging that education 

becomes. Thanks to a summer trip 

to Malaga, Spain, this language-

loving team was able to brush up on 

the life and times of Pablo Picasso 

(introduced in the fourth-grade 

curriculum) through trips to The 

Picasso Museum and the artist’s 

childhood home. They also added 

in a local cooking class, roamed 

through a popular market, and took 

in a tablao flamenco (traditional 

flamenco performance) as well. 

After unpacking their stories, 

videos, and pictures, Ms. Capecchi 

and Mrs. Perli have planned 

classroom displays highlighting the 

marvels of Malaga. Olé!

Carol Kemper

Jumping at the chance to “be a 

blessing and show God’s love to 

children in need,” Primary I teacher 

assistant Carol Kemper planned to 

travel with Chapelwood Methodist 

Church for a Mission on the Move  

trip to Tapachula, Mexico. There,  

Ms. Kemper was set to spend a week 

ministering at a home for orphans 

and children whose parents are in 

prison—helping to break generational 

ties to oppression, poverty, and 

crime. Through art activities, play, 

and worship, Ms. Kemper envisioned 

not only sharing the love of Christ 

with these children, but also offering 

the home’s regular care providers a 

much-needed rest. Due to unforeseen 

circumstances, Ms. Kemper’s mission 

trip has been postponed. Upon her 

return, we look forward to hearing 

about all of the wonderful and inspiring 

stories of her work.

Holly Plost

Ask Technology/Math Specialist Holly 

Plost how to motivate kids to (gasp!) 

enjoy math, and she’ll tell you it’s all 

in their mindset. Fueled by Dr. Carol 

Dweck’s research-based model—

supporting the potential of a “growth 

mindset” versus the stagnation of 

a “fixed mindset”—St. Francis has 

worked to encourage a growth mindset 

among faculty, staff, and students 

for a number of years. This past 

summer, Mrs. Plost headed to Stanford 

University for a two-day workshop on 

“Teaching Mindset Mathematics” led by 

Dr. Jo Boaler, a Stanford mathematics 

professor, researcher, and author. The 

event highlighted the role mindset plays 

in determining success and failure, 

with an emphasis on helping students 

embrace challenge as an opportunity 

to learn and improve, rather than 

avoiding it due to potential failure. Mrs. 

Plost previously facilitated a campus 

book study covering Dr. Boaler’s book, 

Mathematical Mindsets, and returned 

from Stanford armed with further 

research for teaching mindset resiliency 

in math and beyond!

Carol Bedard and Morrie Bogrand

Honoring a Middle School curriculum 

rich in the grand works of Shakespeare, 

Dickens, and Chaucer, teachers Carol 

Bedard and Morrie Bogrand traveled to 

England to “reincarnate” these literary 

giants. Between strolling the streets of 

London and taking in performances 

at The Globe Theatre and the Royal 

Shakespeare Company, the two 

attended the Globe Theatre Teacher’s 

Workshop on Shakespeare and 

visited the Charles Dickens Museum. 

Through exploration of Shakespeare’s 

immense body of work and a glimpse 

at the world’s largest collection of 

Dickens artifacts, Mrs. Bedard and Mr. 

Bogrand gained an insider’s feel of the 

period’s political, cultural, and religious 

influences. Stepping further back in 

time, they ventured to the countryside 

of Canterbury and Oxford, where a 

Medieval Walking Tour, plus stops at 

Leeds Castle and the White Cliffs of 

Dover, punctuated their peek into the 

Middle Ages, when Chaucer lived and 

wrote in this bustling center of learning.

Amanda Heidemann

What do you get when you combine 

a sunny personality with first-rate 

solar energy research? A classroom 

that shines with real-world math 

application and remarkable student 

ingenuity. When math teacher 

Amanda Heidemann (fourth grade) 

contemplated her students’ year-

end math project—the design 

and construction of scaled model 

houses featuring solar energy 

components—a lightbulb went off. 

Why not visit the heralded Hawai’i 

Preparatory Academy Energy Lab, 

a top student-centric research and 

collaborative education facility? The 

first zero-energy, -water, and -waste 

school building in the world, the 

Energy Lab offered our St. Francis 

educator a direct view into efforts 

to create a healthier planet. This 

knowledge will, in turn, inspire our 

students to calculate volume and 

conversions, collect data, and graph 

solutions for energy-efficient models 

worthy of Hawaii’s sunny shores.
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SARAH W. WOOLRICH 
FUND FOR FACULTY 

CELEBRATES 
13 YEARS OF 

EXTRAORDINARY 
LEARNING 

EXPERIENCES

Woolrich Fund



Nicole Ederle ’85, Chair  

Kathryn Adkins 
Lauren Biggs 

Jessica Brazelton 
Jessica Chisholm 

Daniela Group 
Beth Guinn

Allison Mitschke 
Beth Reeves 

Kathryn Spinelli ’90

RED CEDAR
GIFTS OF $5,000–$9,999

Eliza & Johnny ‘69 Duncan

PURPLE PLUM
GIFTS OF $1,000–$4,999

Patti & Tony Barletta
Lauren & Tom Biggs
Polly & Rock Dawson
Sarah & Matt Dikeman
 In memory of Sally Woolrich
Jennifer & Joel Moore
Beth & Bobby Reeves

BLUE SPRUCE
GIFTS OF $500–$999

Rania Edlebi & Manaf Azzawi
Angela & Mark Bookmyer
Stacie & Howard ‘90 Chapman
Faye & Watts Cutter
Alanna & David Gehring
Daniela & Ed Group
Sippi & Ajay Khurana
Brandi & Chris Marrus
St. Francis Episcopal Church
   In honor of Dr. Susan Lair

YELLOWWOOD
GIFTS OF $100–$499

Libby & George Alcorn
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Elle & Clarke Anderson
   In honor of Father Bob Wismer
Linda Anderson
   In honor of Lauretta DuByne and 

Monica Masini
Alexy Aviles
Jocelyn & Michael Bacon
   In honor of Betty Huff and Jane 

Oteiza

Jaralyn Ballard
Jean & Eugene Boisaubin
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Kim & Kevin Boone
Mary & West Brazelton
Becky & Russell Bridges
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Wendy & Bill Bruckner
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Sandra & Carlos Carrasco
   In memory of Amalia Singler
Critical Mass Design
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Marilu & Angel Cueva
Emily ‘96 & Mike Day
Kate & Mike Denham
Stephanie & Mark Deverka
Mary Dion 
Gabriela & Daniel Dror
Nicole ‘85 & Brendan Ederle
   In memory of James H. Glanville
Rebecca & Brad Elmore
Erin ‘90 & Stan Fowler
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Carmen & Alex Gomez
Leanne Gotcher
   In honor of Beth Reeves
Kandi & Jordan Handel
Annie & Jonathan Hartigan
Lindsay & Drew Henderson
Lorie & Steve Herod
   In honor of Jessica Brazelton
Jenn & David Kandolha
Faith Killam
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Huntley & Dan Kubitza
   In honor of Nicole Ederle ‘85
Trish & Jay Kyle
Dorothy Lurie
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Elizabeth & Eric Maberry
Joy & Jack Mackie
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Kim & Steve Manning

Michelle & Trey Martin
Jenny & Cooley May
Amanda & Murrah Mayberry
Jen & Tom McDonald
Sara & Adam Miller
Megan & Steven Miller
Leslie & Bill Miller
Leslie & Cody Moerer
Rishma & Akbar Mohamed
   In honor of Lauren Biggs
Whitney & Daniel Moore
Lisa & Greg Nelson
   In honor of St. Francis teachers
Kristen & Lance O'Pry
Susan Lawhon Padon
Maureen & Paul Perea
Alison & Jonathan ‘93 Plumhoff
Ashley & Brooks Ranton
Lenox & John Reed
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Lacy & Brian ‘89 Rieke
   In honor of Jessica Brazelton
Whitney & Robert Russell
Courtney & Greg Schilling
 In honor of Lizzy Travis and  

Diane Wiener
Jill & Ryan Smith
Anne & Stephen Smith
   In honor of Emily Duncan and  

Carla Quine
Limor & Stuart Smith
Aurora & Aldo Sordelli
State Farm Insurance Companies
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Barbara & Jeff Steen
Jennifer & Mark ‘89 Stringer
Ellie & Jack Sweeney
Eloise & James Taussig
Melanie & Mike Tomsula
Rebecca & Charles ‘88 Turner
Megan & James Vondra
Amy & Erik Voss
Geraldine & Charles Waitman
   In memory of Sally Woolrich

Susan & Mike Wilson
Doris & James Wright
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Piper & Matt Zaleski

EVERGREEN
GIFTS UP TO $99

Shelly & Cutt Ableson
Kathryn & Wilson Adkins
Hiba Mouslimany & Saud Alawadhi
Maggie & Mark Baker
Frances & Alvin Callender
   In honor of Maria Capecchi and 

Mercedes Perli
Deb & Marc Cunningham
Julie & Bryan ‘86 Dehan
Polly Dixon & Howard Haworth
   In honor of Shila Smith
Jan & Gerald Fitts
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Mary Hamby
Susan & Garth Heitshusen
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Anne & Jeff Liddle
Carol Lee & Allen Lyons
Shelley & Doug Masterson
Ellen & Sam Moreton
Karen & Jason Rash
Louise Ratz
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Lisa Schultz
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Shila & Mel Smith
   In memory of Jean Bay
Charlotte & Steven Sullivan
Mir&a & Steve Tadlock
Lindsay & George Ward
Ali & Thomas Williams
Betsy & Jim Winn
   In memory of Sally Woolrich
Whitney & Stan Zisman
   In honor of Carol Kemper

2016–17 WOOLRICH COMMITTEE

WOOLRICH FUND FOR FACULT Y
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When looking at schools for her two children, Brandi 
Marrus knew she wanted them to learn in a nurturing, faith-
based environment. When she discovered St. Francis, she 
found this and so much more. Over a period of eight years, 
this community would become a home to her and her 
family. They would make friends, share life experiences, and 
become stronger in their faith. From lessons and recitals 
to volunteering and chapel services, life at St. Francis was 
never dull—and Brandi says it’s shaped her family through a 
myriad of memories.

would be the perfect way to spend time with students and 
explore a lifelong interest. She was right. “Some of my 
most memorable moments at St. Francis were products of 
my involvement around campus,” she says. A particularly 
satisfying moment was when the eighth graders were able 
to recall all of the lessons they had learned throughout their 
years in Art à la Carte. She also fondly recalls presenting 
the faculty with their end-of-year gifts as part of the 
Parents Association Board. 

It wasn’t long after the Marrus family joined St. Francis 
that Brandi saw how involved parents were and knew she 
wanted to get in on the action. As president of the Parents 
Association, she learned just how much the organization 
influences campus life each day. From planning experiential 
learning events to funding vital extracurricular programs to 
hosting the Spring Luncheon and other parent enrichment 
activities, Brandi feels fortunate that she was able to 
contribute to such an important part of the community. 
“My love for my children, plus the fact that I had time to 
do it, was what motivated me to get through those doors 
every day,” she remarks. “The opportunities I had to 
interact with administration, teaching faculty, and students 
were invaluable.” 

In addition to her work with the Parents Association, 
Brandi also looked for ways to get involved inside the 
classroom. Having grown up with an artist for a mother, 
she guessed that becoming an Art à la Carte docent 

While it was her love for her children and the blessing of 
time that spurred Brandi to give so generously of herself to 
St. Francis, she says it was the chance to become involved 
and interact with faculty and staff that cemented her 
commitment. And now that both of her children are in high 
school, they realize the significance of also having been 
cradled by faith during their St. Francis years. She points 
out that they miss having that virtue-driven culture as part 
of their daily school lives.

When asked what she will miss most about our school, 
Brandi reflects, “St. Francis was where my children grew 
up and became young adults. It will always be the place 
where they ran to me at the end of the day and threw 
their arms around me when they were young, where 
they learned how to make friends—and how it hurts to 
lose them—and where they realized what it was to be a 
teammate and to put God first.”

OUTSTA NDING VOLUNTEERS

2017 Outstanding 
Volunteer Award: 

Brandi Marrus

When Stephanie Willinger recalls her time at St. Francis, 
her favorite memories center on those moments when she 
glimpsed the powerful potential within students. She says 
these were opportunities that could have only existed in an 
environment that truly fosters the holistic development of 
children—and it was the same environment that cultivated 
a spirit of giving in her own daughter, Piper Willinger `17. 
Just as Piper was led to volunteer monthly with Montrose 
Street Reach, participate in mission trips, and give of her 
time when victims of Hurricane Harvey were in need, 

growing up, Stephanie admits it took time for her to realize 
the importance of team sports. Through her daughter`s 
participation, though, she became aware of the countless 
advantages—from boosts in self-confidence to lessons 
about healthy competition to simply easing the often 
bumpy road that is a Middle School social life. She affirms 
that the vibrant athletics program at St. Francis certainly 
contributed to Piper`s overall growth and credits her success 
as an athlete, in large part, to the caliber of coaching and 
competition at St. Francis, all supported by the Booster Club.

mom Stephanie`s years at St. Francis were defined by 
service in a community that truly advances its mission to 
be people for others.

Stephanie was originally struck by how much St. Francis 
encourages parental involvement. When considering how 
she could give of her time, the former Sotheby`s New York 
employee and self-described “artsy kid” was naturally 
drawn to our Friends of Fine Arts (FoFA) and Art à la Carte 
programs. As FoFA treasurer and Art à la Carte docent, 
Stephanie relished the act of sharing her passion and held 
dear the impact that art had on students—the light in 
children`s eyes upon seeing their artwork displayed in the 
People Place Gallery or realizing there was, in fact, an artist 
among them to be explored and celebrated. 

A calling that may not have been as clear, at least 
initially, was how involved Stephanie would become with 
the Athletics Booster Club—which she describes as the 
hardest-working group of women she`s met. Not an athlete 

Contributing to a community that encourages students 
in their faith, challenges them in the classroom, and 
inspires them to pursue their dreams was of paramount 
importance to Stephanie when selecting her family`s 
school community. After finding her checklist complete 
at St. Francis, the sense of camaraderie between faculty 
and families further encouraged her to become involved. 
But it was ultimately the expectation from St. Francis that 
students be people for others that made her dedication 
a done deal. “I think to truly be a person for others, you 
first have to be comfortable with the person you are, have 
confidence in your voice, and feel safe taking what might 
seem like a risk,” she muses. “Whether it is stepping 
outside your comfort zone to help a stranger in need, 
supporting a friend, or standing up to a bully, St. Francis 
has given my daughter the tools to help her on her path to 
becoming a person for others, and I am eternally grateful.”

OUTSTA NDING VOLUNTEERS

“Art is so vital to who we are as humans. We have been translating our ideas and hopes and fears into visual form since the 
beginning of time. I am so honored to have been able to contribute to the celebration of the arts at St. Francis.”

Stephanie Willinger

2017 Outstanding 
Volunteer Award: 
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“I learned a long time ago that if you want to make a difference in your child’s life,  
you have to be involved as much as you can.” 



Auburn University
Anna Demecs 

Baylor University
Braden Hovermale
Jeremy Mitschke
Charles Moreton 

Boston University
Nicole Bartuch

Bryn Mawr College
Sydney Gyenge 

Emerson College
Cecelia Hada

Fordham University
Mariam Ahmad
Catherine Gassiot

Furman University
Rebecca Scully

Haverford College
Oscar Melendez

Louisiana State University
Jackie Heston
Cole Jasper
Max Liggett
Braden Tellepsen 

Mercer University 
Brent Bishop

Northeastern University
Paulina Lelo de Larrea 

NYU, Tisch School of the Arts
Brock Looser 

Reed College
Ethan Lambright

Rice University
Joe Theriot

Southern Methodist University
Lily Ahrabi
Michael Blalock
Nick Leach
Paulina Leiva 
Makay Morris 
Taylor Smith

Southwestern University
Miranda Slaton 

Texas A&M University
Taylor Buchanan
Olivia Christiansen
Johnny Krell
Ian Southwell
Foster Weyel

Awty International School
Nathan Kralik

Berkshire School
Grace Wood-Hull

Columbus Academy
Ashley Reynolds

Emery/Weiner School
Alex Hendin

Episcopal High School
Will Adkins
Blake Bagwell
Cooper Deyo
Kate Donaldson
Antonino Green
Thomas Jackson
Conner Jones
Paul McGarry
Ryan Rassoli
Mia Schulze
James Taussig

Jessica Wang
Jack Way

Episcopal High School (Virginia)
Edward Powers

Houston Christian High School
Annabelle Alemand
Cameron Alemand
Colten Burnett
Kennedy Casey
Emma Dickey
David Goodall
Lachlan Hamra
Colson Hock
Cody Huai
Ashley Kearns
Hudson Malone
Lauren Thibault

The Kinkaid School
Lilly Butcher
Suzannah Gilmartin
Michael Hay
Patrick Iglesias
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Grayson Lattimer
Grace Markovich
Walker Marrus
Arusha Mehta
Ryan Pipkin
Blake Pou
Carson Wolf

Memorial High School
Liv Clark
John Cutter
Helen Holmes
Grayson Jasper
Will Leman
Amelia Mannetti
Keeley Moore
Drew Morris
Lily Rassoli
Addison Reilly
Mueller Thomas
Trey Tuscai

St. Agnes Academy
Madison Corredor
Alexandra Heard

CLASS OF 2017

Texas Christian University
Cooper Budd
Cameron Gray
Tyler Huggins
Andrew Leibman
Gavin Watler
Sydney Welling

Texas Tech University 
Drew Pontikes

Trinity College
Grace O'Leary

Tufts University
Rustin Rassoli

Tulane University
Olivia DiMichele
Lauren McGrath

University of Alabama
Powell Cutts

University of Arkansas
Baxter Jones
Henry Suman
Harrison Weyel

University of Colorado
Matthew Duke 

University of Houston
Talal Barazi
Elle Cook
Sultan Edlibi

University of Miami
Liz Bond 
Alec Voss 

University of Mississippi
Libby Weyel

University of Pennsylvania
Ben Padon

University of Rochester
Stefanie Faucher

University of 
Southern California
Justin Welling 

University of Tennessee
Taylor Bowers

University of Texas 
Michael Boyd
Liz Entrekin
Natalie Haas
Emily Jack
Jackson Kins
Matthew Leggett
Austin Paull

Dylan Poynter
Amir Razavi
Cullen Thomas

University of Virginia
Cooper Wozencraft

Vanderbilt University
McCauley Reardon
Jamie Woolley 

Wake Forest University
Claudia Tezel

Washington and 
Lee University
William Brueggeman
James Goettee

Mary Perea
Barbara Savage
Sarah Tidwell
Piper Willinger

St. John’s School
Pierce Ederle
Leyton Howell
Eric Johnson
Nova Manning
Vivian Terry
Lyndon Way

St. Paul’s School
Isabel Maney

St. Pius X High School
Justin Cabaud

St. Thomas High School
Travis Cummins
Hunter Cummins
Colin D’Elia
Adam Desroches
Henry Proffitt

Strake Jesuit 
College Preparatory
Robert Clark
Andres Cueva
Alexis Gomez
Nathan Jamieson
Jorge Leiva
Tobey Ly
David Markham
Arshan Mehta
Jack Shanklin
Luke Stefan

Stratford High School
Cole Graydon
Caroline Oteiza

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 7  H I G H  S C H O O L  D E S T I N A T I O N S

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 7 
C O U N C I L  P R E S I D E N T S 

A N D  A W A R D S

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 3  C O L L E G E  D E S T I N A T I O N S

COUNCIL PRESIDENTS
 Athletics Council Patrick Iglesias
  Suzannah Gilmartin
 CARES Council Isabel Maney
 Chapel Council Lyndon Way
 Environmental Council Emma Dickey
 Fine Arts Council Arusha Mehta
 National Junior Honor Society Isabel Maney
  Student Council  Trey Tuscai
 Wellness Council Alexis Gomez 

AWARDS
 Bernice Ruczko Writing Award Sarah Tidwell
 Bonus Civis Award Lauren Thibault
 The Chisholm Award Amelia Mannetti
 Community Outreach Award Hudson Malone
 DAR Award Paul McGarry
 Distinguished Athlete Award Blake Pou
  Drew Morris
 Leadership Award Vivian Terry
 Most Determined Award Kate Donaldson
 Nota Bene Award Emma Dickey
 St. Francis Award David Goodall
  Vivian Terry
 St. Francis Performing Arts Award John Michael Hay
 St. Francis Visual Arts Award Amelia Mannetti
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What led you to choose a career in veterinary 
medicine, and how did St. Francis influence 
your decision?
I think I knew from birth that this is what 
I wanted to do. I’ve always had a love for 
animals. Growing up, all of my birthdays were 
somehow animal-related—petting zoos, 
pony rides, etc. Being in your classroom really 
nurtured my love, because you always let me 
come early and take care of the classroom 
animals. I remember that, at one point, we had 
a tortoise, Madagascar hissing cockroaches, 
and even a hamster.

What do you remember most about your years 
at St. Francis?
St. Francis was a great place to be. I remember 
it being a place where I felt happy, comfortable, 
and safe. I remember mummifying apples in 

third grade, building bridges with toothpicks 
in fourth grade, and you building on my love 
for science in fifth grade. I remember always 
doing fun things. St. Francis always tried to get 
us involved and keep us interested in what we 
were learning. 

All the teachers were great. I loved that they 
were flexible and willing to work with me. I 
remember one year I had a math workbook 
to complete throughout the school year, and I 
finished it in about a month. My teacher was 
great about it and ended up giving me extra 
work to suit my needs.

Are there any St. Francis events you remember 
with special fondness?
Yes! The Blessing of the Animals was always 
an excuse to bring my pets to school. Those 
were always good memories. 

A LUMNI NOTES A LUMNI NOTES

There’s no doubt that teachers can play a major role in students’ lives. Whether 
it’s sparking a career interest or offering welcome counsel, the work of educators 
extends far beyond the classroom. This summer, Lizzie Pearson ’05 had the rare 
opportunity to sit down with her St. Francis fifth-grade science teacher—Harriet 
Mitchell. As the two caught up, we found out just how much Mrs. Mitchell meant 
to Lizzie in those important Middle School years.

I remember you being a very shy, quiet girl and 
that your confidence developed a lot more over 
the school year. Do you remember what brought 
that out in you?
You were always someone I could talk to. 
Socializing was not the easiest for me, so it 
was nice to have someone like you. What really 
helped me was getting to help take care of the 
class pets and feeling as though I had a job and 
was responsible for something. My time spent 
in your classroom is something I still feel happy 
about when I look back on those years.

In May 2017, Lizzie graduated from the Texas A&M 
University College of Veterinary Medicine and entered a 
rotational internship in New Mexico. After she completes 
this yearlong training, she plans to return to Texas to 
begin her practice.

A L U M N I  P R O F I L E

VIRGINIA,
daughter of Cabell Walker Woods '97

JAMES,
son of Kendall Buckalew McCord '99

WILLIAM,
son of Elyse Scott Hatch '98

5
Number of Class of 2013 
students who graduated 
from their respective high 
schools with cum laude, 
magna cum laude, or 
summa cum laude honors.

RALEIGH,
daughter of Meghan Watkins Thompson '89

Dane M. Webb ’98 and wife Erin with their 17-month-old son at his 
first Astros game.

Joe Theriot ’13 blessed the Class of 2017 with much wisdom when he 
visited St. Francis to speak at their Convocation & Tie Ceremony.

“I have full confidence 
in your abilities, and I 
fully expect each and 
every one of you to 
end up as someone 
your parents and 
teachers will be  
proud of.”

O N  C A M P U SA R O U N D  T O W N

3332



A LUMNI NOTESA LUMNI NOTES

Kacy Clemens ’09 
Drafted by the Houston Astros in 2013, Kacy Clemens ’09 chose 
to put his education first and honored his commitment to the 
University of Texas—where he pursued a degree in finance. 
Named one of the Best Texas Hitters of 2017 by Baseball 
America, Kacy led the Longhorns in nearly every category—
batting average (.305), on-base percentage (.414), slugging 
percentage (.532), home runs (12), RBI (49), runs scored (48), 
walks (40), and hits (67). 

Kacy knocked expectations out of the park once again 
when he was drafted soon after by the Toronto Blue Jays. 
The All-Star continues his family legacy—both his father, 
Roger, and brother Koby played professionally.

T H E  A R T SA T H L E T I C S A R T S  A N D  H U M A N I T I E S

E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P

Larry Wilkins III ’09  
After graduating from the University 
of Houston’s Wolff Center for 
Entrepreneurship, Larry Wilkins III ’09 plans 
to help expand the family business, Just 
Play Sports.

W E D D I N G S

Avery Looser ’15 and Brock Looser ’13
Alumnae sisters Avery and Brock are taking the arts world by storm. 
Noted since their St. Francis days for their work both on the stage 
and behind the camera, the duo have, as of late, used their talents 
to bring issues of social injustice to light.

Brock recently co-directed and performed an image theatre piece on 
racism and police brutality with the Augusto Boal Theatre Company, 
then brought the show all the way to the United States Congress—
where it was the first performance of its kind. Brock explains, “I 
hope that our image left people reviewing how they see the world 
and people different from them.” 

Brock graduated cum laude from The Kinkaid School and received 
both the Tom Boyd Musical Theatre Award and the school's Acting 
Award. She also received the Ruth Denney Scholarship at the 
Tommy Tune Awards and will attend the New Studio on Broadway 
at New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts. 

Meanwhile, Avery stays busy shooting documentaries and short 
films for The Kinkaid School, and her short film—Sincerely the 
Victims—was accepted in the NFFTY Film Festival.

P E O P L E  F O R  O T H E R S

Edward Taussig ’08
Edward Taussig ’08 has returned to Budapest, Hungary, for 
his second year of mission work with Cru, formerly Campus 
Crusade for Christ. (Pictured here with teammate Allie.)

Evangeline “Bug” diMichele ’09 
Evangeline “Bug” diMichele ’08 shows you 
how to make “seasonal, sustainable food 
taste great” on her blog, Bugbites.blog.

Chuck Helms ’00
Chuck Helms ’00 and his wife, Allison, on 
their wedding day, December 3, 2016.

Lauren Porter ’15 was named editor-in-chief of The Knight Times 
student newspaper as a junior at Episcopal High School.

Avery Minotti ’16 was cast in Houston Christian's musical production 
of Legally Blonde Jr. for the part of Chutney Wyndham.
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ST. FRANCIS FUND 
These gifts support our budget by 
providing essential operating revenue. 
We ask every family, alumnus, 
grandparent, friend, and faculty and 
staff member to support the Fund first 
and to continue to do so each year. 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
Gifts to the capital campaign allow us 
to provide state-of-the-art facilities 
for our students and have been the 
driving force behind the expansion of 
our campuses and the addition of our 
long-awaited Upper School.

ENDOWMENT GIFTS 
This investment fund provides revenue 
to augment the St. Francis operating 
budget, as independent schools have 
long realized that healthy endowments 
reduce dependence on tuition while 
still allowing for a competitive edge.

EVENTS 
The St. Francis calendar is full of fun 
and exciting events, and each one 
offers unique sponsorship opportunities 
and participation levels. Contact us to 
learn more about our events and the 
ways you can support them through the 
gift of your time or resources.

WAYS TO GIVE

The simple truth is that your support—in the form of financial 
contributions, volunteerism, and generous goodwill—breathes life into 
the programs and mission of St. Francis Episcopal School. Listed below 
are some of the most effective ways to make a difference for our students. 
To learn more about these giving opportunities and special invitations, 
please contact the Advancement Department at 713.458.6178.

MATCHING GIFTS 
Many employers participate in a 
matching gift program. You can 
increase your impact on campus and 
your gift level as a donor when you 
recognize St. Francis using matching 
gifts. Find out if your employer has a 
matching gift program by contacting 
your benefits administrator.

SARAH W. WOOLRICH 
FUND FOR FACULTY 
Named for our school’s remarkable 
first principal, this fund is designed to 
enhance the educational experience 
of our students by first expanding the 
horizons of our teachers. Thanks to the 
Woolrich Fund, our teachers have stood 
before the art masters at museums in 
Paris, participated in a dinosaur dig, 
walked through the Holy Land, toured 
the Roman Empire, and more. 

VOLUNTEERING 
Whether they’re teaching Art à la 
Carte lessons, selling Wolf Wear, 
celebrating student birthdays, planning 
special events, or fueling a broad 
range of other activities, volunteers 
are the lifeblood of the St. Francis 
community. Not only does volunteering 
allow parents to connect with other 
St. Francis supporters, but it also 
results in a much richer student 
experience. To volunteer, contact us 
today!

PLANNED GIVING 
One of the many ways to support 
St. Francis is through a planned 
gift. Donors can use estate and 
tax-planning techniques to provide 
for charity and heirs in ways that 
maximize the gift and/or minimize its 
impact on the donor’s estate. Planned 
gifts can include outright gifts that 
use appreciated assets in lieu of 
cash; gifts that return income or other 
financial benefits to the donor in return 
for the contribution; and gifts like a 
bequest of beneficiary designation in 
a life insurance policy or retirement 
account, payable on the donor’s death. 

TRIBUTES & MEMORIALS 
Recognize a beloved family member, 
role model, or friend through a gift 
dedicated in their honor or to their 
memory. St. Francis will notify the 
individual or family of your special 
gift with a message of our gratitude. 
Gifts can be made at any time and will 
appear in the school’s annual report. 

MAJOR GIFTS 
Several exciting projects St. Francis 
would like to bring to fruition fall 
above and beyond the school’s 
operating budget and must be funded 
through philanthropy. Give us a ring 
if you are interested in learning more 
about current opportunities to support.

2016–17 Senior Staff

Susan B. Lair, PhD
 Head of School

Stephen M. Lovejoy
 Incoming Head of School

Don Hicks
 Associate Head of School for PE,  

Athletics, and Programs

Judy Howell
 Associate Head of School for Advancement

Vance Ulsh
 Associate Head of School for Finance

Michelle Symonds
 Head of Primary School

Carol Christ
 Head of Lower School

Connor Cook
 Head of Middle School

Anne Longley
 Head of Upper School

Sheryll Dahlke
 Head of Business and Operations

Lenny Morales
 Head of Technology

Morgan B. Scoville
 Head of Admissions and Enrollment Management

Michelle Smith
 Director of Marketing and Communications

2016–17 Board of Trustees

Susan B. Lair, PhD 
 President and Head of School

The Reverend Stuart A. Bates 
 Rector, St. Francis Episcopal Church

James E. Vallee 
 Chair

Joel L. Moore 
 Vice Chair

Kelli Weinzierl 
 Secretary

Matthew W. Seinsheimer 
 Treasurer

Clarke Anderson
The Reverend Martin J. Bastian
Frederick W. Brazelton
Kate Denham
Mitch Derrick
Stephen W. Herod
Michael R. Jamieson
Sippi Khurana
Kyle D. Lippman
W. Gregory Looser ’83
Nidhika Mehta 
Susan Lawhon Padon
Ronald G. Presswood Jr.
Sean D. Rice
Courtney Robertson
Mark Stringer
Karen Tellepsen
Mark T. Terry

Glenn A. Ballard (Emeritus)
Carol Porter (Vestry Representative)
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